
Environmental Assessment in the Netherlands
At present, two types of environmental assessment (EA) 
exist in the Netherlands:
• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) provides the  

information needed to allow full consideration of  
environmental interests in decisions on projects likely  
to have significant environmental impacts. The EIA report 
shows how proposals will affect the environment and 
whether there are alternatives that would achieve the 
goals in a more sustainable way;

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has a similar 
objective to EIA, but focuses on consideration of environ-
mental consequences in strategic decision-making, for 
example in the design of plans and programmes.

Advisory Services in the Netherlands 
At strategic and project level, the NCEA usually gives ad-
vice to competent authorities at two different stages:
• At the start of an environmental assessment: which 

topics should the Environmental Impact Assessment 
report (EIA report) cover? The NCEA advises on Terms 
of Reference; in EIA this advice is mandatory, in SEA it 
is voluntary and at the explicit request of government 
authorities only.

• After finalising the EIA/SEA report: is the quality of  
the report sufficient to allow decision makers to fully 
incorporate the environment in the decision-making 
process? This advice is mandatory in EIA; in SEA it is 
mandatory in cases where an assessment is required 
under the Nature Conservation Act and an area in the 
National Ecological Network is affected. In other cases 
the NCEA can advise on a voluntary basis at the request 
of the competent authority.

The NCEA’s independent experts assess whether the 
quality of the environmental information is sufficient for 
decision taking. To ensure the NCEA’s decisions are  
unaffected by any administrative responsibilities or poli-
tical considerations, the NCEA acts totally independent of 
government. On the NCEA’s website,  all advisory reports 
(in Dutch) are made public and accessible to everyone. 

Advisory Services Internationally
In addition to its services in the Netherlands, the NCEA  
also advises on environmental assessment abroad. Most 
– but not all – of this work is carried out under the agree-
ment with the Department for International Cooperation of 
the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In line with this 
ministry’s programme, both environmental effects, social 
effects and poverty reduction are addressed. 
The main services NCEA provides abroad are: 
•  advice on strengthening of impact assessment systems 

for both SEA and EIA and advice on institutional setting 
and improvement of legislation in partner countries. 
In Southern and Eastern Europe the focus is mainly on 
conformity with European Directives for Environmental 
Assessment;

• capacity development on both EIA and SEA;
•  advice on Terms of Reference for, and quality assessments 

of environmental assessments of plans, programmes and 
projects. 

The NCEA’s services are requested primarily by environment 
ministries in partner countries, by Dutch embassies, donor 
countries and development banks. 

Netherlands Commission for Environmental  
Assessment (NCEA) online

NCEA in the Netherlands
www.commissiemer.nl (website in Dutch)

• News: current developments in the field of  
environmental assessment and press releases;

• NCEA: the NCEA’s role in and view on environmental  
assessment and information about the NCEA as an  
organisation;

• EIA and SEA: the environmental assessment procedures 
in the Netherlands;

• Projects and advisory reports: a comprehensive  search 
facility provides quick access to project information, 
complete texts of advisory reports, digital Notifications of 
Intent and Environmental Impact Statements;

• Jurisprudence: links to all important court cases  
concerning EIA and SEA, where relevant, accompanied  
by a manual for implementation;

• Library: online catalogue of reports and literature:  
a large number are digitally available;

• EA legislation;
• Subjects A-Z:  

• news and updates;
• current procedures and published advisory reports;
• policy and legislation;
• jurisprudence;
• practical examples and publications;
• frequently asked questions and interesting links.

NCEA - Internationally
www.eia.nl

• News: activities of international staff in the  
Netherlands or abroad and the latest publications  
(in four languages); 

• Library and SEA database: SEA/EIA related literature and 
legislation in developing countries (if available,  
full text obtainable); 

• NCEA: the organisation and scope of the work; 
• Services: the services the NCEA provides internationally 

and who could benefit;
• Products:

• advisory reports on environmental assessment  for 
complex projects and plans;

• programmes on environmental assessment for capacity 
development and institutional strengthening;

• key sheets and case studies.
• Helpdesk@eia.nl: for questions and suggestions. 

www.eia.nl
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Foreword

In 2009 the revision of Dutch legislation on environmental assessment will be completed. 
The result means we are ready for the future. The new system has more flexibility and is  
simplified: only in the case of environmental assessment of complex and strategic plans 
(SEA) are early participation and independent review by the NCEA mandatory. Participation 
and review will assure there is the greatest possible support for radical decisions of this 
type. I also think it is very important that the revised legislation retains the possibility of  
voluntarily requesting the NCEA to give advice. Already, use of this option is growing. 

The emphasis given to SEA is logical, given the growing need to integrally consider all 
interests in a given geographic area, thereby creating room for new projects. For example, 
the approach for tackling the problem we have in the Netherlands of ammonia deposition 
in nature reserves has to be area-specific and thus has to be put into practice through SEA 
for municipal land-use plans. In such situations, cohesive and sector-crossing government 
policy is essential and environmental assessment must contribute to this. 

Other themes also merit attention, of course. Topical themes such as climate change and 
health in EIA are therefore not ignored in this annual report.

The theme of climate change has also become more important in our international work, 
particularly in the water sector. Together with the Cooperative Program on Water and  
Climate the NCEA is seeking the best way of linking environmental assessment with  
integrated water management, including climate change effects. Together with others,  
such as the World Bank, we are studying the options for directing SEA for new policy at  
institutional strengthening. Added goal of SEA is then to identify the necessary  
environmental institutions to implement policies and make recommendations on  
strengthening institutions where necessary. 

The NCEA is increasingly entering into partnerships with Dutch organisations such as  
the International Institute for Geo-information Science and Earth Observation (ITC) and  
the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education. In our vision, their expertise and training 
capacity greatly enhance the effectiveness of our work.

In light of the developments outlined above,  
the NCEA needs to adapt. This process of change 
began some time ago and will be ongoing in  
order that environmental assessment can  
continue to meet the requirements it is  
challenged with by its surroundings. 

Niek Ketting
Chairman, Netherlands Commission  
for Environmental Assessment
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Amsterdam – Rob Poelenjee/VROM

The number of advisory reports issued in 2008 was slightly higher than in 2007. They inclu-
ded more facultative advisory reports, particularly on SEA. There was a clear increase in the 
number of advisory reports on the desired content of SEA reports for spatial plans and plans 
for the rural area and in the water sector. Over half of the advisory reports were issued to local 
authorities.

In 2008 there were slightly fewer assessment reports containing insufficient information, yet 
the number was still much greater than the average in previous years. The number of reports 
containing insufficient information on nature issues remains noticeably high. The information 
on air quality was also often inadequate.

In 2008 the NCEA gave more substance to its function as a knowledge broker. Via its revamped 
website and its electronic newsletter it expanded its provision of services to a broad range of 
environmental assessment actors. 
 

In 2008 the NCEA issued 301 advisory reports, 42 of which were requested voluntarily.  
They were:
•  114 advisory reports on Terms of Reference for EIA;
•  39 facultative advisory reports on the scope and level of detail of SEA; 
•  119 advisory reviews of EIA (21 of which were combined SEA/EIA);
•  26 advisory reviews of SEA; 
•  2 facultative advisory reports on screening for EIA requirement;
•  1 other facultative advisory report.

In 2008 there was an increase in the number of facultative advisory reports on the scope and 
level of detail of SEA: from 20 to 39. This is a logical development in SEA procedures in which 
it is mandatory to request the NCEA for an advisory review in a later phase. So in the run-up 
phase too, the NCEA regularly issues advice on request, so that the party responsible for the 
assessment can use this advice when preparing the environmental impact report. 
There was also a rise in the number of reviews of SEA reports: from 11 in 2007 to 26 in 2008.

Activities in 
the Netherlands
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The so-called ‘Randstad’ is the area in the  
Netherlands consisting of a ring of cities,  
including Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague 
and Utrecht, situated around a relatively open 
area known as ‘the green heart’. With 45% of  
the population on 26% of the country’s area,  
the Randstad is the economic, political, cultural 
and demographic centre of the Netherlands. In 
2008 the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning 
and the Environment presented a new strategic 
vision for this area: The Randstad 2040 long-
term structural design plan. 

The challenges faced when preparing the SEA for 
this long-term structural design plan were:
• finding the appropriate level of abstraction;
•  giving substance to the concept of  

‘sustainable development’.
 
In an area such as the Randstad, in which there 
are so many conflicting claims made on the 
scarce space, this is no easy assignment. The 
SEA compares three models for 2040, each with 
a different spatial structure and design philo-
sophy: 
•  the ‘Coastal city’,  creating space by extending 

into the sea;

PROJECTS PER PROVINCE AND IN THE NORTH SEA (IN %) INITIATED IN 2008

Randstad 2040 

•  the ‘World city’, transforming and intensifying 
existing land use;

•  the ‘Outer city’, exploiting areas outside the 
Randstad. 

The models were compared not only in terms 
of their environmental consequences, but also 
in terms of their economic and social repercus-
sions. And not just in the short term and in the 
Randstad, but also in the long term and outside 
the Randstad. Based on these data a ‘Cabinet’s 
vision’ combining the best of the models was 
developed, to form the basis for the Randstad 
2040 long-term structural design plan.

When drawing up this design plan, the Ministry 
of Transport, Public Works and Water Manage-
ment followed an open planning process, in 
which plenty of scope was left for people and 
interest groups to contribute. This undoubtedly 
increased the support for the plan.

The Randstad 2040 SEA report demonstrates 
how SEA can be used more sensibly when  
making decisions about plans of this type.  
In our view: an important SEA report.

Activities in 
the Netherlands
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In 2008 there was a clear increase in the number 
of instances in which the NCEA advised on Terms 
of Reference early in the EIA/SEA procedure of:
• spatial plans;
• plans for the development of rural area;
• water management plans and projects.

The number of advisory reports on Terms of Refe-
rence for intensive livestock projects decreased 
markedly by comparison with 2007. The number 
was high in 2007 because to comply with various 
statutory obligations, farms had to carry out 
modifications that were subject to mandatory EIA. 
The logical consequence of this in 2008 was that 
the number of reviews of EIA reports on intensive 
livestock farms increased. 

The distribution of advisory reports among cen-
tral government, provinces and municipalities in 
2008 was similar to that in 2007: 
• 55% for municipal authorities;
• 30% for provincial authorities;
• 15% for national government. 

ADVISORy SERVICES TO AUTHORITIES 
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Evaluation of the impact  
of NCEA advisory reports 
The NCEA evaluates the effect of its advice at three points in an environmental  
assessment procedure: 
• when the Terms of Reference for EIA/SEA have been established; 
• when the assessment report has been reviewed; 
• when a formal decision has been made about the project or plan.

Terms of Reference 
The competent authorities use the advice on Terms of Reference from the NCEA to set up the 
Terms of Reference for the EIA/SEA report. It is clear from the finalised Terms of Reference 
received that in the great majority of cases (90%) the NCEA’s advice is adopted without  
major changes. 

In 88% of the advisory reports it issued, the NCEA introduced new elements for the EIA or 
SEA. These were often new alternatives or variants, supportive evidence, or required  
ecological information.

Reviews
In 2008 the NCEA reviewed 145 EIA and SEA reports and established that there were  
significant shortcomings in half of them. Though this is slightly less than in 2007, it is still 
considerably higher than the average in previous years. Most of the shortcomings relate to 
inadequate information on nature and/or air quality.

In the case of significant shortcomings, the competent authorities usually opted for the  
missing information to be supplied before the NCEA issued its formal advice. In the vast  
majority of cases the NCEA was then ultimately able to conclude that the assessment, in 
combination with the supplementary information, contained the required environmental 
information. 

Shortcomings were identified fairly frequently in projects for intensive livestock farming, wind 
energy and infrastructure. In the case of intensive farming and wind energy, the shortcomings 
were usually to do with information on nature impacts. In the case of infrastructure projects, 
the shortcomings were primarily related to a lack of alternatives, or the lack of adequate  
information on traffic impacts and impacts on nature. 

Decisions
The influence of the NCEA’s advisory review on the definitive decisions was investigated in 
13 projects and plans. In 12 of these it was found that the NCEA’s advice had been dealt with 
explicitly. In most of the formal decisions, the NCEA’s recommendations had been adopted, 
particularly recommendations relating to nature and air quality.

Other advisory reports
In addition to the advisory reports in the context of EA procedures, in 2008 the ministers of 
Economic Affairs and of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality commissioned the NCEA to audit 
the monitoring on subsidence caused by gas production in the Wadden Sea. Every year the 
NCEA reports on the set-up, implementation and evaluation of the monitoring programme.
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Environmental Assessment and the law
EIA and SEA are regularly grounds for appeal in lawsuits. The NCEA closely follows the  
application of law, so as to inform the competent authorities and initiators about the  
implications of the judgements in terms of EA practice.

How to deal with the phased development of a large area? Must a separate EA be prepared  
for each subsidiary plan for the area? What level of detail is required in the information?  
In 2008 the judgement on a land-use plan in the northwest of the Netherlands yielded the  
following answers to these questions: in the case of a phased development, the EA report 
must examine the environmental impacts of the entire project. Even when the first land-use 
plan aims at building 350 houses out of the 5500 envisaged, the environmental impacts  
of the total number of houses that will eventually be built must be described. Detailed  
environmental information must be supplied on parts of the plan intended to be completed 
within the plan’s time horizon (10 years). The environmental information on parts of the plan 
that will be implemented thereafter may be more general. After such an assessment report 
has been prepared, there is no need for other environmental assessments: the obligation to 
prepare an EA for the entire plan area has been met. This is, therefore, an important ruling: 
it limits the obligation to conduct research, however, without losing sight of the long-term 
development of an area. 

Site visit Corus Steel, IJmuiden – Hugo Woesthuis
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Creating more space for rivers, and 
Natura 2000: a good combination 
Natura 2000 is a European network of protected 
nature reserves. In the Netherlands there are  
162 such designated areas. 

The regional specifications for flood protection, 
house building, infrastructure, nature conser-
vation and recreation in the southern section of 
the Ijssel delta are being worked out holistically 
by the provinces of Overijssel and Flevoland. 
Two alternatives are being developed for the 
flood protection of the town of Kampen: further 
deepening the channel of the river Ijssel, or 
constructing a bypass. The SEA investigated the 
integrated alternatives, their environmental  
repercussions and their consequences for  
Natura 2000 areas. 

After the SEA report had been supplemented 
with more information, it was found that the 

provinces’ choice of the bypass option rested on 
sound arguments. Though both options have  
repercussions on the protected wildlife in the 
river Ijssel or in the peripheral Veluwe lakes: 
•  deepening the river’s summer bed will have 

more negative impacts than the bypass; 
•  the bypass offers more opportunities for  

nature development.

Because of the expected repercussions on  
Natura 2000, the ecological information in the 
SEA report was more detailed, with regard to 
choice of alternatives, than strictly necessary. 
The Overijssel regional plan was revised on the 
basis of the SEA. The bypass is currently being 
worked out in further detail in an EIA which 
must clearly indicate which land redevelopment 
measures can prevent or encourage adverse 
impacts. 

Health in environmental assessment 
In 2008 another step was taken to better integrate health in EIA/SEA. Acting on recommenda-
tions of an ad hoc working group made up of experts, the NCEA decided to adopt the following 
principles: 

1. Focus the assessment on air and noise impacts, because for these impacts soundly- 
based quantitative dose-effect relationships are available for ascertaining the relationship 
pollution vis-à-vis health. Particularly in the case of larger infrastructural projects, airports 
and industrial projects, attention should be explicitly given to the impacts of air quality 
and sound pollution on health. This attention should go beyond determining whether the 
prevailing thresholds have not been exceeded, as health impacts can also occur below these 
thresholds. Making these impacts and the possible mitigating measures visible, yields  
important information for public debate and the decision making. 
2. Attention should also be paid to anticipated health impacts when these are not large,  
yet are perceived as important by the residents in the surroundings. An example is the  
consequences of electromagnetic radiation from high tension wires. In such cases the role of 
the environmental assessment is to objectify through providing facts relating to the perceived 
impact. 
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IJsseldelta, Kampen -  H+N+S 

Landscape Architects
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EIA as a test for climate resilience 
In 2008 the NCEA requested more attention to be given explicitly to climate change, in line 
with the priority given to this topic on the political agenda. It advocates paying attention to  
reductions in emissions (mitigation) in plans and projects that contribute greatly to green-
house gas emissions. Attention to ensuring the climate resilience of plans and projects  
(adaptation) is required primarily when development is long-term. 

In 2008, climate change came up for discussion in the case of EA for:
• various power stations (reduction of CO2 emissions);
• developments in greenhouse horticulture (heat/cold storage);
•  the water management plans of provinces and Water Boards (water storage capacity,  

water level management in polders, measures to be taken in times of water shortage);
•  water management for rivers (‘Room for the Rivers’ projects) and water storage  

projects (often in combination with nature development);
• reinforcement of the dikes near Amsterdam;
• long-term development strategy for West Netherlands (Randstad 2040);
• water storage and house-building near Almelo.

EA appears to offer excellent opportunities for incorporating climate change into the decision-
making for these plans and projects. In addition, climate change requires considerations be 
made at different spatial and temporal scales than traditional EA themes. 

Knowledge platform
The NCEA’s function as a knowledge platform was consolidated further in 2008, the third pilot 
year. 
• january 2008 saw the launch of the revamped website aimed at a wider audience. 
•  In March the first electronic newsletter for a Dutch audience – called ‘OpMERkelijk’ – was  

issued. In total, four newsletters were emailed to approximately 1700 addresses in 2008. 
With each newsletter dispatched, subscriber numbers grew.

•  In 2008 the TOPdesk system for registering questions was operationalised. This question-
and-answer registration has further improved the supply of information for internal and 
external clients.

•  In 2008 the secretariat organised various presentations, lectures and training events  
on topical aspects of EIA themes, such as climate change, health and jurisprudence  
(see Appendix 3).
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Schiphol-Amsterdam-Almere motorway corridor

The Cabinet intends to widen a number of  
motorways to alleviate the traffic pressure on 
Dutch roads. One of the most discussed routes 
is the road network between Amsterdam’s  
international airport Schiphol, Amsterdam  
and Almere (a town east of Amsterdam). The 
motorways involved are the A1, A6 and A9

In September 2008 the NCEA concluded that 
certain important information was missing in 
the EIA report on the widening of these three 
motorways:
•  No account had been taken of the Cabinet  

decision to charge motorists for using motor-
ways from 2012 (tolling). As tolling could cut 
traffic by 20 to 30% it should have influenced 
the measures to be taken to improve traffic 
flow and limit environmental effects.

•  The EIA report gave too little information on 
location-specific impacts of generic measures.

•  According to the EIA report, dynamic traffic  
management would result in a 10% im-
provement in traffic flow and an associated 5% 
reduction in emissions into the air. The NCEA 
found this assumption overoptimistic, as in 
practice, the improvement in the traffic flow  
is smaller and the impact remains very  
locationspecific. 

In response to the NCEA’s advice, the Minister 
decided to present new information on the  
impact of tolling and dynamic traffic manage-
ment in the next phase of this project. 
 

Corridor Schiphol – Amsterdam – Almere - Carto 

Studio Amsterdam

Corridor Schiphol – Amsterdam –  

Almere - Carto Studio Amsterdam
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Central themes for the year ahead
A wealth of experience with SEA has been accumulated since 2005. The NCEA has been in-
volved in 120 SEA procedures – sufficient experience for an evaluation. The secretariat started 
the evaluation at the end of 2008. Choosing the location for a residential area or the route 
for a road does not usually pose many problems. Similarly, an SEA for strategic decisions on 
the usefulness, necessity for, or feasibility of a concrete project is usually reasonably easy to 
implement. But an SEA of an integrated plan for a somewhat larger area is more complex and 
regularly results in debate. In the first half of 2009 the NCEA and the parties involved in SEA 
will draw conclusions about experiences to date and will formulate recommendations relating 
to the approach and content of the various types of SEA.

It is expected that Dutch legislation on EA will be drastically amended in the course of 2009. 
(See the box EA to be modernised in 2009). If necessary, the secretariat will brainstorm with 
the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment about the content of the 
amendments. Via various channels of information, such as its website, the NCEA, together 
with the help desk of the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment, InfoMil, 
will investigate the implications of the new legislation for ongoing and future EIA and SEA 
procedures.

It appears that the information environmental assessments contain about the impacts on 
protected nature is often inadequate. On the basis of an inventory of bottlenecks in recent 
EA procedures, the NCEA, in consultation with the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality, will undertake information campaigns in 2009, to bring about an improvement in the 
quality of information on nature in EIA and SEA.

EA to be modernised in 2009

In 2009 the bill to modernise EIA legislation 
will go before the Lower House. The proposed 
amendments will result in: 
• More flexible procedures, especially for EIA. 
•  Much simpler procedure for the first stage  

of the EIA than at present: the mandatory 
preliminary memorandum will be scrapped,  
as will the mandatory review of the Terms 
of Reference of the NCEA and, in almost all 
cases, the formal Terms of Reference drawn 
up by the competent authorities.

•  It will no longer be mandatory to develop a 
most environmentally friendly alternative.

•  Only in the case of complex projects with 
dramatic repercussions and in the case of 
plans will additional guarantees of quality be 
mandatory, in the form of early participation 
of the general public and review by the NCEA.

The NCEA supports the amendments because 
they will allow for more customisation of the 
EA procedure and will ensure that the NCEA’s 
efforts will be focused on the most environ-
mentally significant projects and plans. 

It is anticipated that the number of mandatory 
NCEA advisory reports will be halved. Faculta-
tive advising will remain possible in all cases. 
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The core of NCEA’s international work is to support other countries in achieving improved  
EIA and SEA practice. It does so under the authority of the Directorate-General of International 
Cooperation (DGIS). In addition, the NCEA works primarily with environment and sector  
ministries, environmental assessment professionals and NGOs. The final goal is to contribute 
to a better environment, better administration and less poverty. 

2008 saw an increase in the number of requests from countries for capacity development.  
The NCEA sees in this a real commitment to make the EA systems that have been set up,  
effective in practice. This is a gratifying development.

The policy changes introduced when Mr Bert Koenders became Minister of Development  
Cooperation were developed further in 2008. One outcome was the five priority topics  
established in consultation with DGIS: biofuels, climate change, valuation of ecosystems,  
local government, and conflict and safety. In 2009 special attention will continue to be given  
to EA in the context of these five topics. 

International 
Activities 

Dragon’s Blood Tree on the island  

of Socotra, Yemen – Arend Kolhoff
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International 
Activities 



Advice - capacity development - knowledge 
NCEA’s international work can be divided into: 
1.  advising on Terms of Reference and reviewing the quality of environmental assessments for 

complex projects and strategic decisions, such as plans and programmes (EIA and SEA);
2. capacity development;
3. disseminating knowledge.

The different activities are often linked and, preferably, are offered as a package. For 
example, the NCEA attaches much importance to knowledge transfer during review  
procedures, while a training event in the context of capacity building can lead to a request 
for advice. Long-term cooperation agreements usually entail training events, advisory 
reports, comments and publications. 

The NCEA’s aim is to supply a tailor made service and draws in its training and publications 
on the expertise and experience acquired from practice. It is precisely where practice  
meets theory that the NCEA understands what works and what does not. In this way,  
a real contribution can be made to strengthening EIA/SEA practice.  

How does the NCEA measure the impact of 
its advisory reports?
•  A new monitoring and evaluation protocol is 

being followed.
• Follow-up of our advice remains important.

The NCEA has devised a monitoring and  
evaluation protocol for its international work. 
Previously, the evaluation was primarily done on 
an ad hoc basis. The aim of the new protocol is 
to ensure that the NCEA monitors the impact  
of its activities in a structured and consistent 
way. By so doing, the NCEA engages with the 
current emphasis in development cooperation 
on concrete results and improving the  
effectiveness of aid.
When the protocol was applied to the advice on 
the Terms of Reference and review of the SEA 
for the Montenegro National Spatial Plan, it was 

found that the impact of NCEA’s advice on the 
content of the SEA was limited. The main reason 
for this is the short time in which the SEA had 
to be implemented, which meant that it was no 
longer possible to carry out the recommended 
thorough analysis of the main points. The  
analysis of the context of the plan, which the 
NCEA presented in its advisory report, was  
largely incorporated in the SEA, however.  
Furthermore, the Montenegro Ministry of  
Environment and Tourism views the advisory 
report as a valuable yardstick for the next SEA. 
And, moreover, the SEA procedure played an 
important role in increasing the transparency  
of and participation in the procedure for  
planning a spatial plan. 
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Island Sveti Stefan, Montenegro 

– Ineke Steinhauer
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Latin America
Training events were held in La Paz and Cochabamba in Bolivia, as part of the programme 
to introduce SEA. In addition, NCEA collaborated with the Vice Ministry of Environment on 
legislation and rules, a manual on SEA, and individual plans for which SEA is in progress or 
has taken place. The Vice Ministry of Energy also requested the NCEA to advice on an SEA 
for gas production in a nature park. This advice will be issued in 2009. 

In Colombia the NCEA submitted comments on a manual for SEA, compiled by the Vice  
Ministry of the Environment. 

In Central America, the NCEA is working to strengthen SEA and EIA in the region. It is doing  
so together with the Central American Commission on Environment and Development and 
the World Conservation Union (IUCN). In 2008 it advised on the SEA of the Association 
agreements between the EU and Central America. An advisory report was also issued on 
sector-wide Terms of Reference for EIA. By organising training events and a conference the 
NCEA contributed to SEA for spatial planning and urban development. Parallel with the 
regional programme, the NCEA contributed to a training event on EIA and SEA for wetlands 
management. The event, which lasted two weeks, was organised by Creho, the regional 
Ramsar office in Panama. 
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Meeting regarding the advice for the Rio Medera, Bolivia – Ineke Steinhauer

  Advice on complex projects and plans 

  Capacity development in countries/regions
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Africa and the Middle East
The NCEA advised the Ministry of Environment and Tourism in Botswana on the setting up 
of an electronic tracking system for SEA and EIA. The advisory report contained examples of 
systems that could be used as a basis. The most suitable appeared to be one developed by 
IUCN in Central America. The NCEA also brainstormed with the ministry about setting up an 
independent commission to control the quality of EIA/SEA reports. 

At the end of 2008 the Ministry of the Environment in Burundi requested the NCEA to give 
advice on the EA priorities in the years ahead. The NCEA’s first visit in relation to this will 
take place in 2009. In addition, a cooperation programme will be developed to strengthen 
the government’s EA programme and capacity. 

Lake Kivu, bordered on the west by the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and in the 
east by Rwanda, contains an important source of energy in the form of dissolved methane. 
Following the successful workshop facilitated by the NCEA and the expert advice given on 
methane extraction in 2007, in 2008 NCEA issued a follow-up advisory report on a long-term 
action plan for monitoring. 

EIA for a dam in Cameroon

•  The NCEA is advising the Ministry of Energy 
and Water in Cameroon.

• The site for the proposed dam is in an area 
renowned as a biodiversity hotspot.

Energy policy in Cameroon is focused on gene-
rating electricity by hydropower. The Memve’ele 
project, comprising a dam with a small reservoir, 
turbines, high-tension wires and access roads, 
is intended to meet the growing demand for 
electricity. The proposed site is in the Ntem river 
in the southernmost province of the country.  
The region, which is upstream of Campo-Ma’an 
National Park, is renowned for its great bio-
logical diversity. Pygmy people live in the area. 
Policy used to be primarily focused on nature 
conservation; now, however, economic develop-
ment seems to be becoming paramount. The  
Cameroon Ministry of Energy and Water 
requested the NCEA to give independent advice 
on various aspects:
-  To review the Terms of Reference and prepare 

an advisory review of the study on the  
environmental and social impact of the  
Memve’ele project.

-  To advise on the quality of the management 
plans, the compensation and resettlement 
plans, and the information campaign and  
civic participation procedure.

The advice was prepared by a panel of experts  
in civil engineering, environment, biodiversity 
and socio-economics. The panel’s findings are 
posted on a dedicated page on the NCEA  
website. In this way, the transparency of the 
entire planning process is supported.

Working group members are informed about the location of the dam construction 

– Reinoud Post
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Now that the worst hostilities in the DRC seem to be over, the Post-Conflict and Disaster 
Management Branch of UNEP wishes to carry out an SEA for planning the reconstruction. 
Therefore in 2008, at UNEP’s request, the NCEA issued an advisory report on the design of 
an SEA for Kinshasa and its environs.    

In Ghana the NCEA worked closely with the Environmental Protection Agency, to implement 
the Ghana Environmental Support Project. In addition, it assisted in the evaluation of  
experiences with SEA and contributed to an assessment of the efficacy of the current EA  
system. To do so, it devised a new tool called EIA effectiveness mapping – an instrument 
that can be applied in other countries too. As well as this, the NCEA ran two workshops on 
SEA for national policy on urban growth and development, commented on a work plan for 
SEA for district planning, and advised on Terms of Reference for EA in the energy sector. 

In Central Africa the NCEA is running a five-year programme to strengthen national  
associations of EA experts. In 2008 this mainly entailed organising accommodation, 
furnishing and equipment and permanent staff for the associations. The accountants and 
permanent staff of the associations were given training in financial management and the 
organisation of events. A website for the umbrella regional EA organisation, SEEAC, with 
pages for the individual countries, is under construction.

Minister for Hydrocarbons DRC Mr. Lambert Mende Omalanga (left) and Minister of 

state for Energy Rwanda Mr. Albert Butare (centre), interviewed in connection with 

methane extraction in Lake Kivu – Reinoud Post
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SEA  and the valuation  
of ecosystem services
• Converting ecosystem services into  

economic value.
• How SEA can contribute to estimating the 

financial value of ecosystem services in  
strategic planning.       

Ecosystem services are ‘free’ benefits and 
services that people obtain from ecosystems. 
Examples are: sufficient drinking water and 
mangrove forests that provide protection against 
storm damage. The concept of ecosystem 
services has been popular since the Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, a worldwide project to 
inventory the benefits arising from the world’s 
ecosystems. SEA offers excellent opportunities 
for integrating the value of ecosystem services 
and its potential decline into planning. Only 
a few examples of this have been described, 
however, so the NCEA took the initiative of 
producing a publication on ten cases in which 
ecosystem services have been applied in SEA. 
The case studies demonstrate how better  
provision of information on the consequences 
of new plans and investments on ecosystem 
services have led to important modifications or 
changes to intended strategic policy. 

Together with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of Ethiopia the NCEA inventoried 
the priorities for the strengthening of EA. The EPA and the NCEA have agreed to collaborate 
to develop a long-term EA programme. Ahead of this, the NCEA has been asked to give 
advice on an EIA for a large jatropha (biofuel) plantation. This is scheduled for 2009.

At the end of 2008 an agreement for the next two years was signed with the Cape Verde 
Ministry of Environment, Rural Development and Marine Resources. The organisations  
will collaborate in the area of Terms of Reference and reviews of EIA, SEA and capacity 
development.

For the Cameroon Ministry of Energy and Water the NCEA advised on the Terms of Reference 
for the EIA (including the social impacts) for the Memve’ele hydropower project (see the box 
EIA for a dam in Cameroon). The EIA report will be reviewed at a later stage and advice will 
be given on management plans, compensation and relocation plans, and the information 
campaign and civic participation procedures.

In 2008 the NCEA collaborated with the Netherlands embassy in Mozambique to conclude 
an agreement with the Ministry of Environmental Coordination (MICOA). As a proviso for 
this cooperation, the NCEA stipulated that structural financing is introduced in MICOA, to 
maintain the EA capacity that will be developed.       
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A fisherman in Niger (Inner Niger 

Delta) – Pieter van Beukering
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Zambia intends to introduce SEA, which means not only new legislation, but also capacity 
development. As starting point for this, a SEA workshop was organised in October 2008, 
in cooperation with the OECD DAC SEA taskforce. On behalf of this taskforce the United 
Kingdom (IIED), Finland (FEI) and the Netherlands (NCEA) will elaborate the programme, 
together with the Ministry of Finance and Planning and the environment council. As the  
EA capacity in Zambia is very small, the programme will be developed in phases. 

The three-year programme in Yemen, started in 2008, is to strengthen the existing EA  
system. The first year was taken up by an evaluation of the system’s weak and strong points. 
This will be used as a basis when developing new EA legislation and rules. In addition, at 
the invitation of the Minister for Water and Environment, advice was given on the desired 
content of an SEA for the 10-year road development plan for the island of Socotra, which lies 
in the Gulf of Aden and has a unique biodiversity. In july 2008 the Socotra Archipelago was 
awarded world heritage status, and therefore the development of the road network requires 
careful consideration, which the SEA must see to. (See the box SEA for the development of 
the road network on Socotra).
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SEA for the development of  
the road network on Socotra

•  Uncontrolled development of the road network threatens 
the unique biodiversity.

• The SEA aims to assist in making a considered choice of 
roads on an island designated as a world heritage site.   

     
took the initiative to carry out an SEA for this 
road plan. The NCEA is advising the government 
on its content. Four essential questions must be 
answered in the SEA:
1  What is the benefit from and what is the need 

for extending and improving the road network? 
The answer to this question is linked to the 
desired socio-economic development of the 
island.

2  What alternatives are there to roads?  
For example: water transport. 

3  What are the best alternative routes for  
possible new roads?

4  Which Terms of Reference apply for the  
construction of roads with minimal  
environmental repercussions?

In july 2008 the Socotra archipelago was put 
on the UNESCO world heritage list because of 
its large number of endemic plant species. The 
archipelago, which covers an area of 410,460 ha 
lies off the coast of yemen in the Gulf of Aden.  
Its approximately 50,000 inhabitants earn a 
livelihood from keeping goats and fishing.  
The first cars arrived on the main island in the 
mid-1990s, scheduled air services began in  
2000 and ecotourism has begun. 

In 2000 a start was made on developing an 
ambitious road network on the main island; this 
has had beneficial and adverse consequences. 
Now the government wishes to develop a 10-year 
plan to guide the development of all the roads 
on the main island. The Minister of Water and 
Environment and the Minister for Roads jointly 

Dutch working group 

member (road construction 

specialist) discusses road 

design and construction 

with local experts on 

Socotra, Yemen –  

Arend Kolhoff
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Asia
Early in 2008, Hong Kong University set up a Chinese SEA Centre and requested the NCEA  
to be a member of the International Advisory Committee for this centre. The NCEA was  
delighted to oblige. In autumn 2008 an NCEA case study was published in the book  
International Experience on SEA, which resulted from the second National SEA  
Conference in 2007 and is available in English and Chinese.

The NCEA gave presentations on SEA for an Indonesian delegation from the Ministry of  
Public Works and jakarta city council. These organisations subsequently requested the 
NCEA to give advice on the Terms of Reference for the EIA for the jakarta Urgent Dredging 
Project. Advice was given on the dredging and the processing of the dredged material  
(See the box Dredging in Jakarta). In addition, a delegation from the Indonesian National 
Planning Agency (Bappenas) visited the NCEA in the Netherlands to attend a workshop  
on SEA for the National Development Plan. 

The first phase of the programme in the Mekong was completed. In this programme the 
NCEA is advising the regional secretariat on the application of SEA. This first phase has 
resulted in three SEAs: for the development of tourism in Cambodia, the development of 
hydropower in Vietnam, and the development of an economic corridor from Bangkok via 
Laos to Kunming in South China. 
 

Dredging in jakarta
•  EIA assists in identifying opportunities for 

recycling dredged material. 
•  Local experts in the working group make very 

valuable contributions.

Every year, jakarta suffers from severe floods. 
One reason for this is the gradual silting up of 
the city’s drainage network, so the World Bank  
is funding a dredging project to restore the  
drainage capacity of the city’s canals. Both 

Indonesian law and the World Bank procedure 
require an EIA to be prepared for this project. 
Therefore at the request of the Indonesian  
government the NCEA drew up advice on the 
Terms of Reference for the EIA report. 
The advice relates to the implementation of the 
dredging and also to finding suitable locations 
where the dredged material can be dumped. The 
NCEA concluded that the project proposal lacked 
a clear objective on the recycling of the dredged 
material. It is possible to recycle the dredged 
material, e.g. to raise land, providing proper 
checks are done of its quality. The NCEA’s advice 
also emphasises the importance of analysing 
the impacts on the small communities of people 
living (often illegally) along the canals.   

Two of the members of the NCEA working group 
were Indonesian experts. They were able to 
contribute valuable information on the water 
system and the social conditions on and around 
the canal banks. The NCEA’s advice has been 
adopted by the Indonesian government and is 
now an integral part of the contract for the team 
that will carry out the EIA. 

Dutch working group member (dredging specialist) talking to environmental specialists 

from the Municipal Public Works Department in Jakarta, Indonesia – Klaas Jan Beek



2�

Europe 
Minister Cramer’s visit to Georgia to celebrate ten years of cooperation with the Netherlands 
led to new activities. A two-year programme to strengthen EA, to begin in 2009, was  
developed in close consultation with the Georgian Ministry of Environment. And this  
ministry was assisted with the implementation of SEA to select new waste disposal sites. 

2008 saw the completion of a cooperation project to support the Romanian Ministry of  
Environment. The project yielded a toolkit for SEA. In 2009 NCEA will participate in a new 
project with the same ministry, focusing on improving civic participation in the EA process. 

In 2008, together with the Dutch Government Service for Land and Water Management 
(DLG) a project was started with the Turkish Ministry of Environment and Forestry.  
The NCEA is supporting an SEA team within the ministry that is responsible for  
implementing the prospective Turkish SEA legislation. 
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Fruit market near Gori, Georgia – Arend Kolhoff



Site visit to the island of Socotra, Yemen - Arend Kolhoff

Harmonisation and partnerships
Harmonisation is sought primarily by collaborating closely with other parties and by 
achieving a common approach in practice. In 2008 the cooperation in the context of the 
OECD DAC SEA taskforce was continued, with northwest European EIA and SEA helpdesks 
and with the African EA organisations. Cooperation also continued in the partnerships 
with the World Bank (SEA), GTZ and UNDP (in Benin) and ADB (Mekong Commission). New 
partnerships were entered into with the International Institute for Geo-information Science 
and Earth Observation (ITC) and the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education, aimed at 
strengthening their EA teaching, research and training programmes. The NCEA collaborated 
with the Cooperative Program on Water and Climate to further the integration of SEA and 
Integrated Water Resource Management. These two instruments are complementary in the 
integration of climate proofing in strategic planning.

Knowledge platform
The NCEA has a function as a knowledge platform outside the Netherlands too. In 2008 the 
emphasis was on developing an improved database and revamping the website. Also in 
2008 a question registration system was implemented to provide insight into the numbers 
and sorts of questions put to the help desk. Website statistics, analyses and evaluation will 
be used to develop the website further in 2009. 

One important objective of the knowledge platform is to make knowledge and information 
on EIA and SEA in development cooperation accessible and to disseminate this knowledge 
and information. This is achieved by means of NCEA publications such as key sheets, case 
studies and articles, and via presentations, invited lectures and workshops. In 2008 the key 
sheet series was expanded with a key sheet on SEA and oil & gas.

One of the most important forums for impact assessment professionals is the International 
Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA). In May 2008, NCEA staff gave presentations, 
chaired discussions and led workshops at the IAIA annual meeting (in Perth, Australia). 
There is an overview of these and other presentations and published articles in Appendix 3. 
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Priority topics in 2009
Five topics will receive special attention in the year ahead: biofuels, climate change, 
valuation of ecosystems, local government, and conflict and safety. There will be impor-
tant cooperation programmes with yemen, Ghana, Mozambique, Bolivia and Georgia. It is 
anticipated that the NCEA will also start work in Vietnam, Indonesia, Ethiopia, Cape Verde, 
Zambia and Pakistan (circumstances permitting). Advice will be given on actual projects in 
Cameroon (dam), Indonesia (jakarta dredging project), Central America (Trade Agreement 
with EU), Bolivia (oil and gas) and Ethiopia (jatropha plantation). The Central Africa project, 
which entails giving support to EIA associations, is entering its third year.

The NCEA not only applies existing knowledge; it also develops new knowledge. In past 
years, the NCEA has drawn on its practical experience to develop an instrument to reveal the 
efficacy of EIA systems. It will be presented during the IAIA annual meeting in May 2009. The 
evaluation of two pilots under the World Bank I-SEA programme will also yield new insights 
into how SEA for strategic policy can be used to strengthen environmental institutions in 
countries.

Now that the new website is ready, the knowledge platform will shift up a gear. The most  
important new products will be the country profiles, which will give key information on  
partner countries EIA and SEA systems online. Another priority will be to create an active  
network of EA knowledge centres in Europe and Africa.

Finally, 2009 will be a year of evaluation. The NCEA is halfway through the current agree-
ment with DGIS – a point at which it is good practice to take stock: to ask what has been 
achieved, what the plans are, and whether a change of course is required. This runs parallel 
with the IOB evaluation of the work being done by the NCEA on capacity development.  
This evaluation provides a splendid opportunity to test our practice against the newest 
theoretical insights in this area.

Acronyms and abbreviations
ADB 
Asian Development Bank
CREHO  
The Ramsar Regional Center for Training  
and Research on Wetlands in the Western  
Hemisphere
DGIS  
Directorate-General for International  
Development Cooperation (of the  
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs)  
EA  
Environmental Assessment (the umbrella  
terminology for both EIA and SEA)
EIA  
Environmental Impact Assessment of projects
EU
European Union
FEI 
Finnish Environment Institute
GTZ  
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische  
Zusammenarbeit
IIED 
International Institute for Environment  
and Development

IOB 
Policy and Operations Evaluation Department  
(of the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
ITC 
International Institute for Geo-information Science 
and Earth Observation (in Enschede)
IUCN 
 World Conservation Union
OECD-DAC  
Organisation for Economic Collaboration and  
Development – Development Assistance Committee  
Ramsar convention  
Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran 1971)
SEA  
Strategic Environmental Assessment of policies, 
plans and programmes
SEEAC  
Secrétariat pour l’Evaluation Environnementale  
en Afrique Centrale
UNDP 
United Nations Development Program
UNESCO-IHE 
UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education (in Delft)
UNEP 
United Nations Environmental Program 
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Appendix 1: Organisation 
Organisational structure and employees per December 31, 2008

Consultative body of chairmen 
and chairwomen

Chairman
Mr  N.G. Ketting (Niek)
Deputy chairmen and chairwomen
Mr K.j. Beek (Klaas jan)
Mr G. Blom (Gerrit)
Mr F.W.R. Evers (Frans)
Mr H.G. Ouwerkerk (Hans)
Ms j.G.M. van Rhijn (Marieke)
Ms L. van Rijn-Vellekoop (Leni)
Mr F.W. Saris (Frans)
Ms M.A.j. van der Tas (Marja)
Mr D.K.j. Tommel (Dick)
Mr A. van der Velden (Aad)
Mr L.H.j. Verheijen (Lambert)

Board of Governors

Chairman
Mr N.G. Ketting (Niek)
Secretary/Treasurer
Mr D.K.j. Tommel (Dick)
Board members
Mr W. Lemstra (Wolter)
Ms T.A. Maas-De Brouwer (Trude)
Ms j.G.M. van Rhijn (Marieke)
Authorised representatives
Ms V.j.H.M. ten Holder (Veronica)
Mr M.P. Laeven (Marc)

Technical secretaries  
the Netherlands

Ms T. Bakker (Trineke)
Mr C.A. Balduk (Coen)
Mr. B. Barten (Bart)
Mr B.F.M. Beerlage (Bart)
Ms I.G.M. de Bondt (Ingrid)
Ms j.M. Bremmer (Marijke)
Mr V.j. van den Broek (Rick)
Mr G.P.j. Draaijers (Geert)
Ms M. van Eck (Marja)
Mr S.j. Harkema (Sjoerd)
Mr P.j. jongejans (Pieter)
Ms G. Korf (Geertje)
Mr R. Meeuwsen (Roel)
Ms M. Poortinga (Marjan) 
Ms W. Smal (Willemijn)
Ms C.T. Smit (Corrie)
Ms S.M. van Velsen (Selma)
Ms F.H. van der Wind (Florentine)
Mr H. Woesthuis (Hugo)

Administrative and  
domestic services 
 
Secretaries the Netherlands
Ms A.j.C. van Asperen (Angelina)
Ms H.j. Bijvank (Heleen)
Ms A.M.E.M. Evers (Margareth)
Ms P.E.M. van Hulst (Elly)
Ms M. van Lemmeren (Mirelle)
Ms G. Lesman-Withaar bijgenaamd de 
jong (Greet)
Ms M.C. Mulder (Marion)
Ms L. Pauw (Leontine)
Ms j. Raaben (jacqueline)
Ms G.W. Takken (Bep)
Ms M.E.C. van den Tempel – Methorst 
(Marijke)
Ms W.N. The (Wen-Ny)
Ms A. Timmerman (Annemieke)
Ms W. Visser (Nanny)
Ms A.M. Voogt – van Hamersveld 
(Astrid)
Secretaries international cooperation 
Ms L.M. Wildenburg (Liduina)
Ms j.W. Zomer (jamila)
Domestic/administrative personnel
Ms G. Brakkee (Gea)
Ms j.H.M. Lammers-Zieltjes (janny)

Technical secretaries 
international cooperation

Ms G. j. van Boven (Gwen)
Mr A.j. Kolhoff (Arend)
Mr R.A.M. Post (Reinoud)
Ms B. Schijf (Bobbi)
Ms I.A. Steinhauer (Ineke)

Knowledge platform

Ms H.M.E. Boerman (Heleen)
Ms A.T. Hardon (Anne) 
Ms V.G.j. van Stokkom (Véronique)

IT department

Mr P. Kop (Peter)
Mr M.j.F. Wagenbuur (Mark)

Financial administration

Ms W.M.G.B. Lucassen-janssen  
(Willeke)
Mr G.D. Maikoe (Gary)

Personnel department

Ms E.B.M. Hennephof (Elisabeth)

Directors

Directors
Ms V.j.H.M. ten Holder (Veronica)
Mr M.P. Laeven (Marc)
Deputy director
Mr R.A.A. Verheem (Rob)



2�

Appendix 2: Members and advisors who have participated  
in NCEA’s working groups in 2008

– Mr R. Aagten
– Mr R. Agtersloot
– Mr C. van den Akker
– Mr j.G. Arkes
– Mr E.j.M.M. Arts
– Mr j.j. Bakker
– Mr D.j.F. Bel
– Mr j. van den Berg
– Mr j. Berlamont
– Ms L. Besselink
– Mr A. Biesheuvel
– Mr D. Bijstra
– Mr A.j. Bliek
– Mr P. Bloemerts
– Mr P.L. de Boer
– Mr P.C.M. Boers
– Mr S. Bokma
– Mr D.A. Boogert
– Mr P. van der Boom
– Mr P.j.M. van den Bosch
– Mr H. Boukes
– Mr E. de Bree
– Mr T.B.j. Bremer
– Mr j.j. Buitenhuis
– Mr F.P.T. van de Coevering
– Mr C.C.H. Cronenberg
– Mr S. Dekker
– Mr G.B. Dekker
– Mr W.j. Dirks
– Mr S. Dirksen
– Ms j.M. Drees
– Mr P.j.L. van den Dries
– Mr G. van Ee

– Mr M.A. Elbers
– Mr R. van Engelsdorp Gastelaars
– Mr K. Essink
– Mr M.j. Fabery de jonge
– Mr C.P.j.M. Geelen
– Mr W.j.E. van de Graaff
– Mr j.M. van der Grift
– Mr j. Groen
– Mr F. Hagg
– Mr R.M. van Heeringen
– Mr W.A.M. Hessing
– Mr N.K. Hoekstra
– Mr F.D. van der Hoeven
– Mr W.C.M. van Hooff
– Mr E.C. van Ierland
– Mr j.A. janse
– Mr D. jansen
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Appendix 3: Presentations and publications 2008

Presentations
The Netherlands
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• MER voor project CO2-opslag. Gemeente Barendrecht, Raadscommissie Ruimte 
• MER Reststoffen Energiecentrale Harlingen. Provinciale Staten van Friesland
• jurisprudentie m.e.r. en Natuurbeschermingswet 1998. Cursus Geoplan
• M.e.r. en jurisprudentie. Themabijeenkomst VVM
• Bijdrage Basiscursus Milieurecht. Studiecentrum voor Bedrijf en Overheid
• Luchtkwaliteit in m.e.r. Congres Nederlandse Stichting Luchtkwaliteit
• Klimaatadaptatie in MER en Watertoets. VROM-workshop 
• MER voor landelijk gebied en intensieve veehouderijen. Vereniging van Agrarische Bedrijven
• MER voor landelijk gebied en intensieve veehouderijen i.s.m. DLG/provincie Gelderland
• M.e.r. en cultuurhistorie. Symposium Provincie Zuid-Holland
• Handreiking cultuurhistorie in m.e.r.. Bijdrage project van RACM en Bureau Belvedere
• Passende beoordeling en plan-m.e.r. Symposium VVM
• Passende beoordeling en plan-m.e.r. Symposium Elsevier
• Ervaringen met plan-m.e.r. Symposium VVM

International
•  International Conference IAIA ’08 Perth, Australia, May 4th -10th,  2008:  

– EIA system performance 
– Valuation of ecosystem services in EA 
– SEA for the Central American trade association agreements 
– Monitoring and evaluation – effective impact assessment

•  Trends in EIA and SEA, capacity development, role NCEA; 
– Utrecht University 
– ITC Enschede 
– Saxion Hogeschool Deventer

• The Paris Declaration & Environmental Assessment; OECD DAC Environment, Paris
• SEA and local management of natural resources. Workshop on local management of natural resources, DGIS, Den Haag
• A short state of the art in environmental assessment. European Investment Bank: CEE Bankwatch IFI meeting, Londen
• SEA & Biofuels; COP Biodiversity 2008, Bonn
• Strategic Environmental Assessment; Environmental Science programme UNESCO-IHE Delft
•  Business Fair Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning, and the Environment: Environmental specialist days (from the Dutch Embassies).
•  SEA, an instrument for climate-proofing of policy and plans;  CPWM, 2nd Conference on adaptation to climate change in developing 

countries, The Hague 
 
Publications  
The Netherlands
(in Dutch)
•  Klimaatverandering in m.e.r. Adviezen van de Commissie voor de m.e.r. Geert Draaijers, Aad van der Velden. In: Toets, nr. 5 (okt.) 

2008, p. 12-15. ISSN 0929-7537
• Tijdschrift jurisprudentie Milieurecht. Diverse annotaties. SDU Uitgevers. ISSN 1387-1277
• Tijdschrift Toets. Rubriek jurisprudentie. ISSN 0929-7537

International
•  Valuation of Ecosystem Services and SEA: lessons from influential cases. Roel Slootweg, Pieter van Beukering. Netherlands  

Commission for Environmental Assessment, 2008, 32 p. ISBN: 978-90-421-2537-7
•  SEA for Flood Protection in the Netherlands. A Case Study. Rob Verheem, Marc Laeven. Centre for SEA for China et al. In: International 

Experience on SEA. 2008, p.121-130.
•  Strategic Environmental Assessment and Biofuels: Establishing Linkages. Tamara Levine, Axel Olearius, Ineke Steinhauer.  

Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assessment, InterCooperation, GtZ, 2008, 6 p.
• Keysheet on SEA and Oil and Gas. Ineke Steinhauer. Commissie voor de m.e.r., 2008, 2 p.


