
20



Mission statement
The Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assessment (NCEA) is an 

independent advisory body of experts which advises government at home and 

abroad on the quality of environmental assessment and makes its extensive 

knowledge of environmental assessment available to all. 

Terminology
At present, two types of environmental assessment exist in the Netherlands: 

• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) provides the information needed 

to allow full consideration of environmental interests in decisions and 

projects, likely to have significant environmental impact. The EIA report 

shows how proposals will affect the environment and whether other 

alternatives would achieve the goals in a more sustainable way;

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) focuses on consideration of 

environmental consequence for plans and programmes, with specific 

emphasis on environment in the strategic phase.
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The most noteworthy developments of 2011 for the NCEA are a more facultative advisory 

role and an improved knowledge broker function. The revised environmental assessment 

(EA) legislation came into force on 1 July 2010. Since that date, NCEA’s advice is mandatory 

in a reduced number of cases, particularly for the scoping of environmental assessment 

reports. In our opinion a risky move, because a good start often determines the success of 

both environmental assessment and planning. Although, encouragingly, many competent 

authorities have decided to voluntarily approach us to provide a scoping advice, the new 

regulation does not in all cases guarantee an independent expert view on the essential 

information needed for decision making. I am very pleased about the decision made by the 

Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment to strengthen our commitment as a knowledge 

broker. This makes it possible to meet the growing demand for information and practical 

experience. In 2011, our package of knowledge products was expanded, with open-to-all 

workshops on EA themes. We will continue this expansion in 2012.

2011 marked 25 years of environmental assessment in the Netherlands: a period in which, 

according to research commissioned by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment, EA 

has demonstrated its added value. An important question that still remains is how to improve 

implementation of EA as an integral tool in planning, other than as an aid for assessment. 

We see opportunities for this and so in 2012, we will start experiments with a more process-

directed application of EA. In these experiments we will place less emphasis on reviewing the 

end-product (the EA report), and more emphasis on thinking along with the project proposers 

during the EA process. This integration of EA in planning is in keeping with one of the aims 

for a new Environment and Planning Act, in which environmental legislation is simplified and 

streamlined. Another objective in this act we are happy to help achieve is the integration of 

the different sectoral review mechanisms, currently mandatory, such as those for EA, nature 

and water. After all, in practice we often see that separate, parallel reviews result in inefficient 

and ineffective decision-making.

Foreword
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The decision taken by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the end of 2011 to enter into another 

five-year agreement on development cooperation work with the NCEA is gratifying. Not only 

is this new agreement an extension of our current environmental assessment work, but it 

also includes a new role as ’sustainability unit’. The role of the unit will be to support Dutch 

embassies in implementing their strategies in such a way that they optimally contribute 

to the sustainable development of the countries they operate in. We see the renewal and 

expansion of our cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as confirmation of the 

importance of our work for integrating environment and climate into the economic growth of 

developing countries. While we in the West are experiencing a financial crisis, the economies 

of many developing countries are growing steadily, but often in a hardly sustainable way. The 

negative consequences of this are becoming increasingly apparent: they are felt not only in 

the countries in question, but also by Dutch companies that are dependent on sustainably 

available raw materials, energy and water. Applying our knowledge and experience to address 

this issue will be a challenge in the coming years. I look forward not only to this form of 

development cooperation, but also to the activities that fall under our new government-to-

government programme with China, which focuses on the development of SEA. In China, as 

in the Netherlands, SEA is mandatory by law, and its development is proceeding apace. I see 

this cooperation as an opportunity to learn from each other how environmental assessment 

can be made as effective as possible in strategic planning.

Niek Ketting,

Chairman, Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assessment
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In the Eindhoven region a spatial plan has been drawn up for green space and water in the area between the 
cities of Eindhoven and Helmond. The SEA report reveals obstacles and solutions for nature conservation, 
landscape and recreation.
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number and type of advisory 
reports issued 2007-2011

mandatory versus voluntary 
requests for advice 2007-2011

advisory reports in 2011

In 2011 the NCEA issued a total of 208 advi-
sory reports, 22 per cent fewer than in 2010. 
Thus since 2010 there has been a downturn 
in the number of advisory reports issued 
per year.
• 30 advisory reports on the Terms of 

Reference (ToR) for EIA and for combined 
SEA and EIA;

• 31 advisory reports on the ToR for SEA;
• 62 advisory reviews on EIA and combined 

EIA/SEA;
• 68 SEA advisory reviews;
• 17 other advisory reports.

68 advisory reports were issued on ToR, ver-
sus 132 in 2010. Once again, as was the case 
in 2010, the greatest decrease was in advice 

related to EIA; this is the result of the Act 
to Modernise Environmental Assessment 
(which came into force on 1 July 2010), un-
der which it is no longer compulsory to seek 
advice from the NCEA in this phase.

The number of advisory reviews remained 
more or less unchanged, but with a striking 
increase in SEA: from 36 in 2010 to 68 in 
2011. This shift is not unexpected and can 
also be ascribed to the Act to Modernise 
Environmental Assessment, which stipulates 
that SEA must be reviewed by the NCEA.

There were almost the same number of  
voluntary advisory reports in 2011 as in  
2010 (84 versus 85).

Terms of reference EIA or combined EIA/SEA

Terms of reference SEA

Quality review EIA or combined EIA/SEA

Quality review SEA

Other advisory reports
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advising government, 
provincial and local 
authorities

Most advisory reports prepared by the 
NCEA are for municipalities. In 2011 
the number rose by 10 per cent vis-à-
vis the number of advisory reports for 
central and provincial governments.

Of the advisory reports issued in 2011:
• 68 per cent were for municipalities 

(versus 58 per cent in 2010);
• 20 per cent were for provinces 

(versus 27 per cent in 2010);
• 12 per cent were for central 

government (versus 14 per cent  
in 2010).

submissions by the public

Since 1 July 2010 the NCEA has no longer 
been automatically incorporating submis-
sions and recommendations in its advisory 
reports. The competent authorities may re-
quest submissions and recommendations 
to be incorporated, and have indeed done 
so. The most important reason for so doing 
is transparency.

In 2011 the NCEA incorporated submis-
sions and suggestions in 82 per cent of the 
ToR advisory reports and in 73 per cent of 
the advisory reviews. Incorporating sub-
missions by the public creates support for 
a decision. If they contain specific local 
information, the NCEA is able to improve, 
for example, the quality of its recommen-
dations. 

advisory reports for central, provincial and local 
government 2007-2011

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

Central government

Provincial authorities

Municipal authorities

8



Two year cooperation 
programme with 
Macedonia

Project description 

Macedonia aims to become a member of the European Union and is 

undertaking efforts to bring its environmental management up to EU 

standards. In 2009, Macedonia incorporated the EU SEA directive into its 

regulation, but practice was lagging behind. The Macedonian Ministry of 

Environmental and Physical Planning (MoEPP) requested a government-to-

government cooperation with the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and the 

Environment on SEA. In the course of 2010 and 2011 the NCEA and MoEPP 

worked together on this topic.

Points of Interest 

The MoEPP itself is key to the effectiveness of SEA in Macedonia, as it 

checks the decision on whether SEA is needed, reviews the SEA reports, and 

advises authorities and practitioners on SEA application. In order to fulfil 

this role, the Ministry needed to build the capacity of a core team of experts 

from the different departments involved in SEA. 

Results

Within the two years of cooperation, the NCEA supported the Ministry’s SEA 

team as it prepared SEA guidance material, set up an SEA information portal 

(www.sea-info.mk), and undertook SEA workshops throughout the country. 

Understanding of SEA has visibly increased over the last two years, and the 

investment in the capacity of the SEA team will continue to pay off in the 

years to come.

Investment in SEA capacity pays off
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“
Environmental impacts should ideally surface at plan 
level and not in the subsequent project phase. That 
would prevent an accumulation of EAs. Better to get it 
right once than to have ten goes!

Chris Kuijpers, Director-General for Spatial Development and  
Water Affairs at the Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment.”
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Het jaar 1987: de Commissie voor de milieueffectrapportage geeft haar eerste 

advies. Het milieueffectrapport gaat minutieus onder de loep, onjuistheden en 

onvolledigheden komen op een groslijst die het bevoegd gezag in ontvangst neemt.

Het jaar 2011: de Commissie stelt advies nummer 2.600 op. Na analyse van 

onjuistheden en onvolledigheden begint het echte werk pas. Wat speelt er in de 

omgeving? In de politieke besluitvorming? Wat vinden we in dat licht van de omissies 

in het rapport? Zijn die nog steeds relevant? Welke aanbevelingen kunnen het bevoegd 

gezag verder helpen?

Er is heel wat veranderd in een kwarteeuw. Niet alleen in de werkwijze van de 

Commissie, maar ook in de milieueffectrapportage zelf. In Nederland én in het 

buitenland; in ontwikkelde én in ontwikkelingslanden. M.e.r. is inmiddels wereldwijd 

ingevoerd en de evolutie is nog volop gaande:

•  van projectgericht naar de complete keten: m.e.r. begint bij strategische afwegingen 

en zoomt dan in op projectbeslissingen;

•  van milieu-instrument tot middel voor duurzame ontwikkeling: vooral in 

ontwikkelingslanden is m.e.r. niet compleet zonder analyse van de relatie tussen 

milieuverbetering, de sociale en de economische situatie;

•  van kookboekprocedure tot geïntegreerd proces: m.e.r. is niet langer een apart 

instrument, maar onderdeel van het totale planningsproces;

•  van effect naar institutie: vooral in ontwikkelingslanden is analyse en versterking van 

milieuorganisaties even belangrijk als effectvoorspelling.

M.e.r. is vandaag de dag kortom een ingeburgerd instrument, bekend bij bestuurders, 

professionals én belangengroepen. Met 25 jaar is de milieueffectrapportage volwassen; 

het leven ligt voor ons. We kijken ernaar uit!

and the silver anniversary

Environmental
assessment 

1987: the NCEA issues its first advisory report. The EIA report is scrutinised and a list of 

the inaccuracies and shortcomings is submitted to the competent authorities.

Fast forward to 2011: the NCEA is preparing advisory report number 2,600. After 

analysing the inaccuracies and shortcomings, the real work begins. What’s going on in 

the immediate vicinity and in political decision-making? Knowing this, what do we think 

about the omissions in the report? Are they still relevant? Which recommendations 

could further assist the competent authorities?

In a quarter of a century much has changed, not only in how the NCEA works, but also 

in environmental assessment itself – in the Netherlands and abroad, in developed and 

developing countries. EA has now been introduced worldwide and is still evolving:

•  From being project-oriented to considering the entire chain: EA begins with strategic 

considerations and then zooms in on project decisions;

•  From environmental instrument to a means to ensure sustainable development: In 

developing countries in particular, EA is not complete without an analysis of the 

relationship between improving the environment, and the social and economic 

situation;

•  From a recipe-following procedure to an integrated process: EA is no longer a 

separate instrument, but part of the entire planning process;

•  From impact to institution: Analysis and the strengthening of environmental 

organisations is as important as predicting impacts, especially in developing 

countries.

In short, EA is now embedded as an instrument, and is familiar to administrators, 

professionals and interest groups alike. It’s grown up in 25 years and has a lifetime 

ahead of it. We’re looking forward!
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An Afsluitdijk for 
the future

Project description

The Afsluitdijk is a major enclosure dam and causeway in the Netherlands, 

separating the freshwater Lake IJssel from the North Sea. For the spatial 

plan Toekomst Afsluitdijk (The Future Enclosure Dam), strategic alternatives 

were investigated in an SEA and a cost-benefit analysis. The alternatives 

were based on integrated visions previously drawn up by market parties. The 

solution chosen, a dam resistant to wave washover, must guarantee that 

the Afsluitdijk is safe until 2050, and safeguard aims for nature, recreation, 

sustainable energy and spatial quality. 

Points of interest

The NCEA found that, in terms of level of detail, the SEA linked up well 

with the strategic choice that had to be made. This primarily entailed 

comparing alternatives qualitatively, on the basis of map analysis and expert 

judgement. Readers rapidly get a clear picture of the possible consequences 

of alternatives and variants – for example, on the Wadden Sea and Lake 

IJssel, landscape and water management.

Result

Partly on the basis of the SEA, the Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment 

has opted for an alternative focusing on safety. It is not yet clear how the 

aims relating to nature and spatial quality will be interpreted. The spatial 

plan does provide scope for this, via “development perspectives” that are 

to be worked out. The NCEA recommended that when doing so, attention is 

paid to the mutual coherence of the aims and the overall spatial quality.

A safe, sustainable and attractive dam
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In the SEA report on the redevelopment of the former air force base Soesterberg, “nature” is the focal point. 
Intensive recreation and improvement of nature quality can go hand in hand, but ‘second-string-measures’ need 
to be worked out. 
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advisory reviews

In 2011 the advisory reviews relating to 
extracting raw materials, energy and 
industry declined from 18 per cent to 8 per 
cent. The proportion of advisory reviews 
on infrastructure, including on national 
and provincial roads, rose from 10 per 
cent in 2010 to 16 per cent in 2011.

In three provinces there was a striking de-
cline in advisory reviews from 2010 to 2011: 
Groningen (from 6 per cent to 1 per cent), 
Friesland (from 5 per cent to 2 per cent) and 
Noord-Brabant (23 per cent to 16 per cent). 
In Noord-Brabant the number of advisory 
reports on intensive farming remained con-
stant. In this province the fall was largely 
related to reports for recreational and 
water-related projects. In Limburg province, 
however, the proportion of advisory reviews 
rose: from 4 per cent in 2010 to 9 per cent 
in 2011.

Extraction of raw materials, industry and energy

Infrastructure

Intensive livestock farming

Rural areas

Recreation

Water

Housing projects, urban reconstruction projects 
and industrial estates

North Brabant 16%

Gelderland 19%

North Holland 11%

Zeeland 2%

Utrecht 7%

Flevoland 3%

Limburg 9%

Groningen 1%

Overijssel 7%

Friesland 2%

Drenthe 7%

South Holland 17%

environmental assessment reports reviewed in 2011, 
per province
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“One of the most important 
dimensions of what we 
do is meticulousness –
procedurally as well as 
substantively. That’s hugely 
important at a time in which 
everything has to be ready 
‘yesterday’”

Hans Ouwerkerk, former mayor and 
retired deputy chair of the NCEA

“Without mandatory 
environmental assessment, 
environmental interests 
could get overlooked. It’s 
often those who shout 
loudest who get their way, 
and the environment doesn’t 
shout.”

Gerrit Blom, former head of the 
Directorate-General for Public Works 
and Water Management and retired 
deputy chair of the NCEA
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Improving the ring road around the city of Utrecht, “the turntable of the Netherlands”, is a complex project as there are 
so many aspects to consider. The phased EIA procedure ensures that alternatives are funnelled efficiently.
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Asia
In Pakistan, provinces are reviewing their environmental legislation after 
drastic decentralisation. The NCEA is supplying input for this, partly on the 
basis of EIA mappings (SWOT analysis of EA systems) conducted in 2010. In 
Vietnam, the NCEA set up a support trajectory around the introduction and 
application of a climate-inclusive SEA. China is applying EA more broadly to 
spatial and sectoral plans, and a new Government to Government cooperation 
programme (G2G) has been started. Last year, Indonesia – like the Netherlands 
– celebrated the 25th anniversary of EA. A national EIA conference on Bali 
helped with the drawing up of new EA legislation and regulations. The 
NCEA contributed to the discussion by sharing its national and international 
experience.

South America
In 2011, the NCEA began winding up its activities in South America, as the 
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs is reducing its current development coop-
eration programmes in this continent. The NCEA advised on a strategic plan 
for Vivir con el Agua, in the Beni lowlands of Bolivia. Its starting point is that 
annual floods cannot be avoided and therefore “living with water” is the most 
fruitful approach. The strategy recommended by the NCEA  - a proactive SEA 
which also influences strategic planning in the future - is innovative in Bolivia.
 
Europe
In 2011 the two-year G2G cooperation programme with Macedonia on SEA 
was largely concluded. The numerous activities developed include workshops 
to improve SEA legislation, the design of a public participation plan for SEA 
for the city of Skopje, coaching and a review of an SEA for Lake Prespa. The 
activities the NCEA conducted in Georgia included a two-day workshop on 
EIA mapping. This analysis of strengths and weaknesses of the EIA system is a 
good starting point for formulating capacity-building programmes.

Asia, South America 
and Europe
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and the (European) law

Environmental
assessment 

The amendment of the Environmental Assessment Decree on 1 April 2011 completed 

the modernisation of the Dutch EA legislation. The Netherlands now complies with the 

European Court of Justice ruling of 15 October 2009 that found the Netherlands lagging 

behind in implementing the European Environmental Assessment Directive. The EA 

legislation in the Netherlands now requires a case-by-case judgement on the need for 

environmental assessment for certain small projects. These projects fall under the existing 

EIA screening thresholds, but they may still require an EIA because of their site choice or 

expected impacts on the environment.  

This amendment resulted in a tripling of the number of court cases concerning screening 

for EIA, in comparison to previous years. Most complainants went to court to contest a 

permit decision that was taken without EIA, and proposed that the need for EIA should 

be taken into consideration once more. From the rulings it is clear that judges expect the 

competent authority to take a position on the need for EIA, and to support this decision 

with well founded arguments. At the same time, complainants also need to substantiate 

their claim that the wrong screening decision was made. Supporting information may cover 

such topics as:

• cumulation with other projects;

• emissions from a previously licensed project;

• impacts on Natura 2000 areas (the European network of protected nature reserves).

In 2011 the European Court of Justice issued two more rulings: 

• demolition activities, essential before a project can be realised, need to be considered 

in the judgement whether an environmental assessment report is necessary;

• proponents must outline the most important alternatives in the EA report.

18



Expanding the 
pipeline network

Project description

The Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment is drawing up a spatial 

plan to guide the installation and expansion of pipelines for transporting 

hazardous substances (natural gas, oil and oil products, chemicals and 

carbon dioxide). The plan is unique in that the routes are established at two 

administrative levels. At strategic level it appears which pipeline routes are 

crucial to national interests. Here, the opportunities for combined transport 

and the space required are revealed. At local level, the pipelines are 

positioned in municipal and provincial land-use plans.

Points of interest

Both levels are reflected in the SEA report. In September 2011, the NCEA 

opined that the SEA report provides a good level of abstraction for the 

strategic choice. At local level, however, the level of detail for certain 

components is insufficient.

When establishing the pipeline routes, the SEA report does take account 

of the safety risks of the transport of natural gas, oil and oil products, and 

carbon dioxide. The risks related to other chemical substances, however, are 

not adequately considered. Further, it is unclear whether laying pipelines 

through some nature reserves will leave intact the protected nature values. 

Connections with pipelines from other countries, and the possible effects of 

this have received even less consideration. 

Result

The NCEA has advised the minister to supply supplementary information 

before the spatial plan becomes definitive.

Transporting hazardous substances underground
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“ I regularly encounter very professional motivated 
people, for example in Macedonia, who are 
committed to what they do, but who work in difficult 
circumstances. Our assistance brings their  
work in the limelight.

Bobbi Schijf, technical secretary to NCEA’s international activities”
20



evaluation moments
The NCEA evaluates the outcome of its 
recommendations at three moments:
• when the advisory report on ToR has 

been issued;
• when the ToR have been established;
• when the environmental assessment 

report is reviewed.

quality of tor notifications 
of intent
The NCEA’s point of departure for adviso-
ry reports on ToR is the notification of in-
tent. In 83 per cent of its advisory reports 
the NCEA introduced elements that were 
not in the notification of intent. The most 
common were new alternatives or variants 
(58 per cent), supplementary information 
supporting the proposals (27 per cent), 
supplementary information requested on 
nature values (25 per cent), noise (17 per 
cent) and climate and energy (12 per cent).

In 87 per cent of the cases, the competent 
authorities adopted the NCEA’s advisory 
report without major adjustments. The ex-
ceptions primarily concerned alternatives 
and variants that had to be worked out. 

quality of environmental 
assessment reports
In 2011 the NCEA reviewed 130 environ-
mental impact reports and conducted 5 
interim reviews. In general, the reports on 
initiatives relating to water, infrastructure 
and house construction, urban projects 
and industrial areas were qualitatively 
good.

However, important shortcomings were 
identified in 55 per cent of the reports – a 
percentage similar to that in previous 
years: 56 per cent in 2009 and 51 per cent 
in 2010. The shortcomings in 2011 mostly 
concerned missing information on:
• nature (54 per cent);
• alternatives and variants (32 per cent);
• supporting detail (26 per cent).
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NCEA was able to conclude that the report 
contained the information required. In 
about one-fifth of the reports this informa-
tion remained inadequate, insufficient or 
incomplete.

shortcomings relating  
to nature
In relation to interventions in nature, the 
consequences for Natura 2000 are still 
being underestimated. The underlying 
reason is insufficiently thorough research. 
In 2010 the NCEA therefore undertook 
extra activities, to improve the quality of 
information on nature in environmental 
assessment. The number of shortcomings 
in relation to nature declined from 73 per 
cent in 2009 to 48 per cent in 2010, but this 
trend did not continue in 2011.

shortcomings per type of 
environmental assessment 
report

Most of the shortcomings in environmen-
tal assessment reports related to intensive 
livestock farming, rural areas and recrea-
tion. In the case of intensive livestock 
farming and rural areas, the missing in-
formation usually related to the impact of 
acidifying and eutrophying substances on 
nature. In the case of recreation, it often 
related to the impacts on cultural herit-
age, landscape and archaeology.

In most cases (72 per cent) the competent 
authorities supplied the requested sup-
plementary information (in 2010 the figure 
was 94 per cent). Failure to supply sup-
plementary information occurred mostly 
in the case of SEA for land-use plans for 
rural areas. In most cases, after the ad-
ditional material had been supplied, the 

quality of the environmental assessment reports in 2011

Essential shortcommings

No essential shortcommings

Mining, industry and energy

Infrastructure

Intensive livestock farming

Rural areas

Recreation

Water

Housing projects, urban reconstruction projects 
and industrial estates

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%
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Project description

Rotterdam municipality has plans to redevelop the old docklands into 

vibrant urban residential and employment areas, the aim being for the area 

to be a showcase for sustainability. The municipality is giving equal weight 

to people, planet and profit. In the redevelopment, particular attention will 

be given to sustainable building, innovative energy technology, accessibility, 

and strong social support. Examples include floating homes, urban farming, 

a Climate Campus and a rooftop park.

Points of interest

The SEA report accompanying the Stadshavens spatial plan has been written 

with care and has a clear structure. The level of detail is appropriate for the 

level of abstraction of the spatial plan. 

Result

The SEA report describes three future visions that differ in the degree of 

transformation entailed. The least interventional is scenario A. The most 

innovative is scenario C, which includes some floating homes and a new 

transport link between the two banks of the river.

The differences in impact are less than expected. Providing the necessary 

measures and environmental standards are applied, all three scenarios are 

acceptable. Obviously, this will not be a quiet residential area, but that’s 

to be expected, given the uniqueness of the location. Scenario C has been 

incorporated in the spatial plan.

Docklands get a green make-over

Sustainable development 
of the Stadshavens district 
in the city of Rotterdam
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Environmental
assessment 
and landscape
In many plans, such as those proposing wind farms or new roads, public discussion is 

centred on the impact on landscape. Landscape nevertheless remains a problematic 

theme in EA procedures and is sometimes neglected.

Some environmental assessment reports, those on reinforcing dikes, for example, 

do properly present the choices relating to landscape. But landscape aspects often 

become obscured by “hard” quantitative topics – as frequently occurs in the case of 

land-use plans for rural areas, where the dominant theme is nitrogen deposition. The 

NCEA regularly finds that in plans for house construction, roads and industrial areas, 

the negative impacts on the landscape have been glossed over by emphasising the 

positive impacts of the project. 

When is landscape important for the decision? And when it is, what is relevant for the 

environmental assessment report? The NCEA has drawn up a factsheet on this topic, 

to assist practitioners. The role landscape plays in a project can be determined by 

answering three questions: 

1 Will the plan affect the landscape?

2 What is the current landscape quality, and what measures are possible?

3 Will the change that results from the plan be in proportion to the landscape quality?

The NCEA wants the theme “landscape” to play a bigger role in environmental 

assessment. To this end, in 2012 a theme meeting will be organised and a second 

factsheet (in Dutch) giving practical advice will be issued. 

24



The environmental assessment report for the project “Room for the River, Deventer” was used to find a design that 
best meets the objectives of improved safety and more spatial quality.
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The cooperation programme to further professionalise environmental 
assessment associations in Central Africa and their umbrella organisation 
SEEAC is increasingly succesful. In 2011 SEEAC entered into an agreement with 
COMIFAC, to achieve harmonised Terms of Reference for EIA in the forestry 
sector. The associations also organised a number of EA training events. 
In West Africa, the NCEA collaborated with the West African Association 
for Environmental Assessment (WAAEA) to carry out EIA mapping in five 
countries. This analysis of strengths and weaknesses of EIA systems can be a 
basis for drawing up capacity-building programmes at national and regional 
levels.

Cooperation with the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) in 
Kenya got off to a flying start, with an advisory report on the ToR of an SEA for 
spatial planning in the Tana delta. The NCEA recommended that negotiating 
mechanisms be developed within the SEA, to resolve the long-running 
disputes about water and land between nomadic herders and small-scale 
farmers. In Burundi, a new agreement on multi-year cooperation was signed 
with the Ministry of Water, Environment, Land and Urban Planning. The NCEA 
analyses the national EIA legislation and suggests improvements; the minister 
intends to modify the legislative framework accordingly.
In Mozambique, the NCEA issued two advisory reports on the Zambezi river 
basin (see p. 37). In Uganda and Ghana it advised on the approach and 
implementation of SEA for oil and gas production.
Not only advice on EIA and SEA but also the coaching of governments 
is crucial for capacity-building. All in all, the NCEA is slowly but surely 
strengthening the EA systems in the countries mentioned above.

Africa
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“ Research on the ring road around the city of Utrecht 
takes place according to an ideal scenario: from a very 
general to a very detailed level. De NCEA advices on 
the appropriate level of detail at every phase.

Kuindert van der Spek, landscape architect, advisor on economic 
development and NCEA expert on cultural history, landscape,  
recreation and tourism ”
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“We worked hard to give the 
environment an important 
place in the Maasvlakte II 
project. Now, if you go and 
see the ongoing work, you 
can see that this message has 
been taken on board.”

Leni van Rijn-Vellekoop, economist, 
former politician and retired deputy 
chair of the NCEA

“As well as improving decision-
making, environmental 
assessment generates a 
constant demand for new 
environmental knowledge. 
This possibly unforeseen 
spinoff is in itself beneficial 
for nature and the natural and 
social environment.” 

Aad van der Velden, former Executive 
Director of Corus Group (formerly 
Hoogovens, now Tata Steel) and 
retired deputy chair of the NCEA
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Financial accountability
In 2011, the NCEA received a total of  
€ 7,420,200 in subsidies, of which  
€ 5,607,600 was from the Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Environment, the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture 
and Innovation, and the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Science. This 

amount was for its statutory duties and 
knowledge broker function. The remaining 
€ 1,812,600 was awarded by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, for activities overseas. After 
the financial report has been completed 
and audited by the accountant, an abridged 
version will be posted on the website in  
May 2012. www.commissiemer.nl

NL International Total

Number of staff 52 10 	 62

Fte 35,4 8,1 		 43,5

Employed on permanent basis 48 9 57

On contract 4 1 5

Males 23 3 26

Females 29 7 36

Joined in 2011 1 1

Left in 2011 2 2

On internship 3 3

details on staff as at 31 december 2011

In 2011 staffing remained largely unchanged:

the organisation in 2011
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facts on information 2011

• Ten issues of the electronic newsletter 
OpMERkelijk were sent out to 2,906 
subscribers.

• There were over 65,800 visitors to the 
website. Popular pages: “News”, “Search 
advisory reports” and “Library”.

• Ten new factsheets were issued on topics 
such as landscape, municipal spatial 
plans and evaluating EA; 17 factsheets 
were revised and one new case study 
appeared (a house-building project on 
IJburg)

• Dossiers were compiled on nature and 
land-use plans for rural areas.

• The help desk handled approximately 
20 questions per month, most relating 
to the EA procedure and NCEA’s role in 
this.

• Theme meetings on nature and the rural 
area were organised.

• In 2011 the NCEA had an information 
stand at 6 conferences.

• Annex 4 lists all presentations, 
publications and workshops.

knowledge broker 
function in 2011

The drive that was begun in 2010 to 
give greater emphasis to the NCEA’s 
knowledge broker function was 
continued in 2011. The aims are to 
enable the competent authorities to do 
more themselves and to improve the 
application of EA and the quality of 
environmental assessment reports.

The knowledge product that stands out 
in 2011 is the website. It underwent a 
makeover and emerged with improved 
search function, navigation and design. 
We anticipate that this will better serve 
our target groups’ need for knowledge 
and information. In 2011 theme meet-
ings were introduced; they were well 
attended.

the ncea’s footprint
In 2011 the NCEA itself again strove to  
minimise its environmental footprint, by:
• further improving ICT, thus making it 

easier for staff to work from home. In 
2011, 8 members of staff had one regular 
work-at-home day per week, compared 
with 6 in 2010;

• encouraging all staff to walk or cycle to 
work, and to use public transport. The 
same applied to experts – about half 

the journeys they made in 2011 were by 
public transport; 

• using multifunctional machines that not 
only print and copy securely but also scan;

• extending the library, by making 
documents available in digital form, 
whenever possible;

• using GreenSeat/Climate Neutral Group 
to offset air travel. In 2011 the offset 
amounted to 240.6 tons of carbon dioxide.
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“ NCEA’s vast international EIA experience is 
contributing especially to the development of an 
innovative system approach in Georgia, in which  
EIA, permit granting and enforcement are being 
developed jointly.

Khatuna Gogaladze, Aarhus Centre Manager, Georgia ”
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In line with the Act to Modernise Environmental Assessment, the number of advisory 

reports on SEA will increase in 2012. In discussions about the new Environment and 

Planning Act (that bundles together and simplifies environmental legislation), we 

continue to emphasise that SEA is essential for official deliberations, particularly 

when strategic choices and frameworks are involved. This avoids unnecessarily 

burdening the EIA procedure at project level with questions about usefulness, need 

and site choice. The Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment’s planned rise in fees 

for voluntarily requested environmental recommendations, due to come into force on 

1 July 2012, will probably result in fewer advisory reports being issued.

We will monitor developments closely in 2012, paying extra attention to:

• new parameters for health (such as elementary carbon);

• consequences of new acts on noise;

• adequate depiction of impacts on landscape;

• translating the effects of climate change into alternatives and mitigating measures;

• the applicability and availability of rules of thumb as an alternative to detailed  

 model calculations.

In 2012 the NCEA will continue its unstinting investment in its knowledge broker 

function, for example via the website, case law and workshops.

The Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment wants SEA to be better integrated in 

planning and has given the go-ahead for experiments on an integral approach of 

SEA and planning. The NCEA is assisting in this as an independent evaluator and is 

contributing expertise during the planning process. At critical points when choices 

must be made, it will issue publicly available advisory reports. This will ensure that 

the information used in the participatory and administrative procedure is objective, 

reliable and accepted by stakeholders. Furthermore, it will prevent the NCEA from 

subsequently having to conclude that the environmental information is inadequate.

The Netherlands

2012
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International demand for EA expertise 
remained high in 2011. The NCEA assists 
in introducing environmental assessment 
and anchoring it in legislation by, among 
others, offering training and coaching. 
Preferably this takes place in multi-year 

programmes, whether at national or 
regional level. In this way, an exchange of 
information about legislation and practice 
can take place on cross-border issues 
between neighbouring countries.

• Terms of Reference for an SEA for the 
spatial planning of the Tana delta, Kenya. 

The second type of advice (no working 
group involved) originates from requests for 
comments on Terms of Reference, draft and 
final environmental reports, draft legisla-
tion and manuals. The NCEA secretariat 
prepared eleven such advisory reports 
in 2011 for Ghana, Burundi, Macedonia, 
Georgia, Uganda and ORIO projects (Agent-
schapNL). In two instances the reports 
concerned EIA mapping: extensive SWOT 
analyses of the EA systems in Georgia and 
Uganda. For details, see our international 
website. www.eia.nl

international capacity development

advice
There are two types of NCEA international 
advice. One, involving a working group, 
entails an expert working group visiting the 
country in question and talking to represen-
tatives of ministries and stakeholders. The 
working group then advises on the Terms of 
Reference or reviews the EIA or SEA report. 
2011 assignments were:

• Terms of Reference for an integrated multi-
sector development plan and an SEA for 
the Zambezi river basin in Mozambique;

• review of an EIA report for transporting 
coal along the Zambezi river, Mozambique;

• Terms of Reference for an SEA for the 
programme Vivir con el Água in the Beni 
lowlands, Bolivia;
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Cooperation and combining forces are im-
portant for the NCEA in order to harmonise 
topics, renew approaches and exchange 
knowledge at home and abroad. In 2011 the 
NCEA collaborated with:
• The World Bank, on the presentation of 

the joint publication SEA in policy and 
sector reform;

• The International Network for 
Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement, on the publication EIA 
and Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement: an agenda for a common 
approach;

• NORAD’s Oil for Development 
programme, on applying EA in the oil and 
gas sector in Africa;

• the ORIO programme, on EIA for private 
investments; 

• IUCN, on the NIAP programme in 
Pakistan;

• ITC, Unesco-IHE, IVM and Utrecht 
University, on EA teaching and research.

The NCEA also participates in the Part-
nership on Environmental Assessment in 
Africa and is active in the International As-
sociation for Impact Assessment. The NCEA 
represents DGIS in the OECD-DAC SEA Task 
Force.

embassies
The NCEA also works closely with local 
Netherlands embassies, advising on nation-
al and regional EA practice and legislation. 
On request, the NCEA evaluates plans and 
reports in terms of their compliance with 
environmental assessment obligations and 
approach. In turn, the embassies inform the 
NCEA about the local environmental and 
political/economic context and, when nec-
essary, seek assistance from the NCEA.

international activities – time-budget 2011

Capacity development

Advisory reports

Knowledge platform

Themes/strategic partners

39 %

17%

25%

19%

international cooperation
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Public participation is crucial in EA processes, certainly in the Tana delta in Kenya, where formal land rights 
are unclear and disputes about land ownership are the order of the day.
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“
The NCEA offers high-level technical assistance and 
flexible support for capacity-building and planning. 
It facilitates learning processes and so contributes to 
the formation of a consistent vision, in consultation 
with the environmental authority.

Janette Trujillo, environmental expert at the Netherlands embassy in  
La Paz, Bolivia ”36



Zambezi river basin  
in Mozambique

Project description

The Zambezi river basin is rich in natural resources, giving Mozambique 

major potential for growth. Vast reserves of coal have been found in Tete 

province, for example. There is also great potential for generating energy 

with hydropower and for developing the agricultural sector by installing 

irrigation systems. Sustainable development will be possible only if the 

approaches of the various sectors are coordinated. The government of 

Mozambique has requested the NCEA to advise on the process and SEA for 

an integrated multi-sector development plan.

Points of interest

The NCEA has recommended a two-phase approach, beginning with the 

development of a multi-sector agenda. This will identify the most important 

issues at stake within and among the various sectors and possible 

integrated solutions. In phase 2, implementation plans for the various 

sectors will follow, based on the agenda. To start with, the NCEA prepared 

detailed recommendations on phase 1. If requested, it will do likewise for 

phase 2, at a later stage. 

Result

The Ministry for Coordination of Environmental Affairs has decided to adopt 

the recommendations, and phase 1 is under way. 

Integrated plan achieved for river-basin
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Bolivia

Burundi

Kenya
Ghana

Yemen

Mozambique

Uganda

Vietnam

Pakistan

China
Macedonia

Indonesia

Georgia

 CLEAA/PEAA •• WAAEA • ENTRO 
• SEEAC

REC • OECD-DAC • 

UNESCO-IHE,ITC, SCF 
IVM, Utrecht University •

• GTZ

• WWF/WAMER

• GWP, SIDA
• North Europe helpdesk

• UNEP

• 
IUCN/Ramsar/WWF

• World Bank

• IAIA

NORAD
• 

African Development Bank • 

An important part of the NCEA’s work is 
making information accessible on environ-
mental assessment in developing countries. 
It does so via a separate website on which 
news, publications, country profiles and 
advisory reports are published. To assure 
continuing improvement, the NCEA devel-
ops new methods to assess environmental 
assessment systems, publishes on its work, 
and contributes to the publications of third 
parties. The NCEA staff gives workshops 
and presentations at home and abroad 
and participates in relevant networks and 
panels. The NCEA is convinced that sharing 
expertise and exchanging knowledge with 
international colleagues are crucial for the 
further development of successful interna-
tional environmental assessment practice.

knowledge products
• Country profiles in English and 

Spanish on EA legislation, regulations 
and practice;

• 2,300 sources on international 
environmental assessment in the 
online catalogue;

• key sheets and articles on EA and 
relevant themes/sectors, compiled in 
Views and Experiences;

• EIA Mapping Tool, a SWOT analysis of 
EA systems;

• e-Newsletter (750 subscriptions);
• Press releases in 4 languages;
• Q&A service;
• Map of the world showing where EA 

legislation and regulations have been 
introduced; 

• Annex 4 contains all presentations, 
publications and workshops at home 
and abroad.

international activities in 2011

National activities

Regional activities

Strategic partners

international knowledge centre
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The National Impact Assessment Programme (NIAP) is introducing SEA in Pakistan. The first pilots are 
environmental assessment for spatial planning and energy strategy.
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2012 sees the start of the new five-year agreement with the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. At its heart is the guarantee of sufficient attention for 

environment and climate in developing countries. Particularly in the case 

of Dutch support directed at food security and water management. In this 

context, we will be giving advice on SEA for spatial planning in the Tana delta 

in Kenya, and for an integrated development plan in the Zambezi valley in 

Mozambique.

Environmental assessment (EA) is becoming more important in the mining of 

minerals, oil and gas. We are supporting Ghana and Uganda with SEA for oil 

and gas production. In Burundi, Mozambique, Central Africa and Pakistan we 

are working on capacity development, and in this, EA associations as well as 

governments remain important partners. 

We will pay extra attention to supporting environmental assessment by 

the private sector (Dutch and local companies) in partner countries. EA is 

an important instrument for the industry to demonstrate that activities are 

sustainable, but it has to be applied quickly and efficiently. A well-known 

bottleneck in this is local governments’ lack of sufficient EA capacity.

We also remain active outside developing countries, and are completing 

the SEA in Macedonia and starting SEA programmes in Tunisia and China. 

In China, we are involved in cooperation at government level (G2G): SEA 

is a component of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Dutch 

Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment and the Chinese Ministry of 

Environmental Protection. Both countries have the ambition to make SEA a 

more effective instrument and to learn as much as possible from each other.

International

2012
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Appendix 1

organisational structure and employees per 31 december 2011

Consultative body of 
chairpersons

Chairman
• Mr N.G. Ketting (Niek)

Deputy chairpersons
• Mr G. Blom (Gerrit)
• Mr F.W.R. Evers (Frans)
• Mr M.A.P.C. van Loon (Maus)
• Mr H.G. Ouwerkerk (Hans)
• Mr R. Rabbinge (Rudy)
• Ms J.G.M. van Rhijn (Marieke)
• Ms L. van Rijn-Vellekoop (Leni)
• Ms M.A.J. van der Tas (Marja)
• Mr D.K.J. Tommel (Dick)
• Mr A. van der Velden (Aad)
• Mr L.H.J. Verheijen (Lambert)

Technical secretaries  
the Netherlands

• Mr B. Barten (Bart)
• Mr B.F.M. Beerlage (Bart)
• Ms J.M. Bremmer (Marijke)
• Mr G.P.J. Draaijers (Geert)
• Ms M. van Eck (Marja)
• Mr G.J.H. Elbertsen (Gerard)
• Mr S.J. Harkema (Sjoerd)
• Mr G.A.J.M. Hoevenaars (Gijs)
• Mr P.J. Jongejans (Pieter)
• Ms G. Korf (Geertje)
• Mr J.F.M.M. Lembrechts (Johan)
• Mr R. Meeuwsen (Roel)
• Ms J.P. Siedsma (Jeltje)
• Ms W. Smal (Willemijn)
• Ms C.T. Smit (Corrie)
• Mr D. Spel (Dick)
• Ms S.M. van Velsen (Selma)
• Ms F.H. van der Wind (Florentine)

Knowledge & information

• Ms H.M.E. Boerman (Heleen) 
• Ms A.T. Hardon (Anne)
• Ms V.G.J. van Stokkom (Véronique)

Directors

Director
• Ms V.J.H.M. ten Holder (Veronica)
• Mr M.P. Laeven (Marc)

Deputy director
• Mr R.A.A. Verheem (Rob)

Technical secretaries 
international

• Ms G.J. van Boven (Gwen)
• Ms S. Groenendijk (Sara)
• Mr A.J. Kolhoff (Arend)
• Mr R.A.M. Post (Reinoud)
• Ms B. Schijf (Bobbi)
• Ms I.A. Steinhauer (Ineke)

Financial administration

• Ms W.M.G.B. Lucassen (Willeke)
• Mr G.D. Maikoe (Gary)

IT department

• Mr P. Kop (Peter)
• Mr M.J.F. Wagenbuur (Mark)

Interns

• Ms A.C.A. Champenois  
(Anne-Claire)

• Ms D. van Doren (Didi)
• Ms A.N. Glucker (Anna)

Personnel department

• Ms M.T.C. van Bilsen (Marjos)

Board of Governors

Chairman
• Mr N.G. Ketting (Niek)

Secretary / treasurer
• Mr D.K.J. Tommel (Dick)

Board members
• Mr W. Lemstra (Wolter)
• Ms T.A. Maas-De Brouwer (Trude)
• Ms J.G.M. van Rhijn (Marieke)

Authorized representatives
• Ms V.J.H.M. ten Holder (Veronica)
• Mr M.P. Laeven (Marc)

Administrative and  
domestic services

Secretaries the Netherlands
• Ms A.J.C. van Asperen (Angelina)
• Ms B.C. Benkers (Linda)
• Ms H.J. Bijvank (Heleen)
• Ms G. Lesman (Greet)
• Ms J. Raaben (Jacqueline)
• Ms G.W. Takken (Bep)
• Ms M.E.C. van den Tempel (Marijke)
• Ms A.M. Voogt-van Hamersveld 

(Astrid)

Secretaries international
• Ms L.M. Wildenburg (Liduina)
• Ms J. Zomer (Jamila)

Front desk / helpdesk
• Ms A.M.E.M. Evers (Margareth)
• Ms M. Verbon-van Lemmeren 

(Mirelle)
• Ms W. Visser (Nanny)

Domestic and administrative 
services
• Ms G. Brakkee (Gea)
• Ms J.H.M. Lammers-Zieltjes 

(Janny)
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Members
• Mr H.G. van der Aa
• Mr R. Aagten
• Mr R.J.M. van Aalderen
• Mr F.G. van den Aarsen
• Mr B.J.M. Ale
• Mr W. Altenburg
• Ms C.J.M. Anzion
• Mr J.J. Bakker
• Mr C.J. Bastmeijer
• Mr D.J.F. Bel
• Mr J.H. van den Berg
• Mr G.J. van Blokland
• Mr P.L. de Boer
• Mr S. Bokma
• Mr D.A. Boogert
• Mr P. van der Boom
• Mr P.J.M. van den Bosch
• Mr H. Boukes
• Mr P.F.J. Brandsen
• Ms T.B.J. Bremer
• Ms M.E.A. Broekmeyer
• Mr B.A.H.V. Brorens
• Mr H.S. Buijtenhek
• Mr J.G. Cuperus
• Mr J.A.M. van Dijk
• Mr W.J. van Doorn
• Mr C.L. Eenkema
• Mr H.H. Ellen
• Mr F.H. Everts
• Mr C. van der Giessen
• Mr J.M. van der Grift
• Mr J.H.J. van der Gun
• Mr R.E.C.M. van der Heijden
• Mr D.L.J. Heikens
• Mr G.J. Hellinga
• Mr H.J.M. Hendriks
• Mr W.A.M. Hessing
• Mr J.A. Huizer
• Mr S. Jak
• Mr S.R.J. Jansen

• Mr R.P.M. Jansen
• Mr H.H. Janssen
• Mr L.M. de Jong
• Mr W.H.A.M. Keijsers
• Mr R.J. van Kerkhoff
• Mr H.J. Kingma
• Mr R.J.M. Kleijberg
• Mr M.A. Kooiman
• Mr J.A.M.M. Kops
• Mr B. Korf
• Mr P.A. Kroeze
• Mr J.E.M. Lax
• Mr A. van Leerdam
• Mr J.J.A. van Leeuwen
• Mr R.S.E.W. Leuven
• Mr M.J.P. van Lieshout
• Mr E.A.J. Luiten
• Ms Y.J. van Manen
• Mr J.M. Mastop
• Mr H.J. Meurs
• Mr G.W.N.M. van Moorsel
• Mr J. Mulder
• Mr L. Oprel
• Mr H. Otte
• Mr M.J.F. van Pelt
• Mr B. Peters
• Mr M.M.J. Pijnenburg
• Ms A.J. Pikaar
• Ms M.B. Schöne
• Mr K.A.A. van der Spek
• Mr H.E.M. Stassen
• Mr G. van der Sterre, M.Sc.
• Mr J. Termorshuizen
• Mr F. ten Thij
• Mr R.L. Vogel
• Mr H.J. de Vriend
• Mr N.P.J. de Vries
• Mr R.F. de Vries
• Mr P.P.A. van Vugt
• Mr J.J. van der Vuurst de Vries
• Mr K. Wardenaar

Appendix 2

members and advisors who have participated in ncea’s  
working groups in 2011
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• Mr G.P. van Wee
• Mr H.A.T.M. van Wezel
• Mr F. Wijnants
• Mr Th. G.J. Witjes
• Mr R.A.M. van Woerden
• Mr F. Woudenberg
• Mr E. Wymenga
• Mr J.H. de Zeeuw
• Mr H.A.P. Zinger
• Mr G. de Zoeten

Advisors
• Mr R. Agtersloot
• Ms J. van Antwerpen
• Mr F. Arents
• Mr W. Beekman
• Mr ing E.H.A. de Beer
• Mr P. Bloemerts
• Mr R.J.J.M. van Bommel
• Mr L.D. Boom
• Mr F.A.M. Claessen
• Ms E.E.M. Coopmann- van Overbeek
• Mr J.J. Cuijpers
• Mr A.G.M. Dassen
• Mr R.J. van Dijk
• Mr S. Dirksen
• Ms J.M. Drees
• Mr N. Faber
• Ms M.H. Fast
• Ms E.M.A. Fischer-de Bruijn
• Mr W. Foppen
• Mr G. Gabry
• Mr R. Geerts
• Mr H.R.G.K. Hack
• Mr W. Hoeve
• Mr W.C.M. van Hooff
• Mr J.A. Janse
• Mr J.C.F. van Kempen
• Mr B.J.H. Koolstra
• Mr D.J. Korf
• Mr W. Korver

• Mr P.F.A. de Leege
• Mr dr H.J.R. Lenders
• Ms H. van Londen
• Mr H. de Mars
• Mr H.R.M. Mentink
• Mr J.A. Nuesink
• Mr B.W.G. van Pagée
• Mr M. van der Perk
• Mr J.L.P.M. van der Pluijm
• Mr L.T. Runia
• Mr C.J.A. Scheepers
• Mr R.H. Schokker
• Mr C.P. Slijpen
• Mr H.T. Sman
• Ms I. Spapé
• Ms I. Spapens-Reijnders
• Ms M.L. Verspui
• Ms M.A.J. Vervoort
• Mr P. de Vos
• Ms N.F.H.H. Vossen
• Mr J. Wesseling
• Ms ir F. van de Wetering
• Mr P.J.M. van Wijlick
• Mr J.P.M. Witte

International
• Mr G.W. van Barneveld
• Mr J. de Best
• Mr R. Brouwer
• Mr A.L.J. van den Dries
• Mr P. Droogers
• Mr C. van der Giessen
• Ms J. de Kwaadsteniet
• Mr V. Langenberg
• Mr H.R.J. van Maanen
• Mr S.G. Nooteboom
• Mr E. Papyrakis
• Mr M.M.E.M. Rutten
• Mr R. Slootweg
• Mr. H.A.T.M. Wezel
• Mr P. van der Zaag
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The Netherlands
Advisory reports on Terms of Reference
2269 Kustversterking & bestemmingsplan 

Katwijk 
2307 Structuurvisie Haarlemmermeer 2030
2328 Logistiek Park Moerdijk
2433 Drempelverwijdering Vaargeul Boontjes, 

Kornwerderzand - Harlingen
2489 Aardgastransportleiding Beverwijk - 

Wijngaarden
2490 Structuurvisie buitengebied Dalfsen 
2492 ZuidasDok Amsterdam
2493 Inrichtingsplan Scheerwolde
2494 Zevenhuizen-Oost 
2495 Ontwikkelas Weert - Roermond 
2498 Tuinbouwvestiging De Kievit, Peel en 

Maas 
2501 Structuurvisie Bleizo, Lansingerland en 

Zoetermeer 
2502 Windturbines Amsterdam-Noord 
2503 Kustversterking Noorderstrand, Renesse 
2504 Structuurvisie en bestemmingsplan 

buitengebied Heerde 
2505 Ring Utrecht, onderdeel A12/A27 
2506 Ring Utrecht, onderdeel NRU 
2507 RijnGouwelijn Leiden 
2509 Bestemmingsplan Piekberging 

Haarlemmermeer 
2511 Renovatie RWZI Treurenburg, 

‘s-Hertogenbosch 
2512 Gebiedsontwikkeling Klavertje 4 / 

Greenport Venlo 
2514 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Zundert 
2517 Vleeskuikenshouderij F.A.M. Uit het 

Broek, Dedemsvaart 
2518 RijksRegioprogramma Amsterdam, 

Almere, Markermeer (RRAAM) 
2519 Bestemmingsplannen buitengebied 

Apeldoorn 
2520 Structuurvisie Westland 

advisory reports issued in 2011

2522 Structuurvisie FlorijnAs, Assen 
2523 Ontwikkelingen rondom Grubbenvorst 
2524 Structuurvisie Infrastructuur en Ruimte 
2525 Zeetoegang IJmond 
2526 Ontwikkeling bedrijventerrein Vossenberg 

West II, Tilburg 
2527 Gebiedsontwikkeling Badhoevedorp - 

Lijnden-Oost 
2528 Europoort Rotterdam 
2529 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Etten-

Leur 
2531 IJsseluiterwaarden Olst 
2533 Structuurvisie Vianen 
2535 Partiële herziening Provinciale 

Structuurvisie 2011, provincie Zuid-
Holland 

2537 Omlegging N215 bij Melissant, gemeente 
Dirksland 

2538 InfraStudie Kempenbaan en nieuwe 
aansluiting A67, Veldhoven 

2541 Uitbreiding zandwinning 
Kalkzandsteenfabriek Roelfsema 
(Calduran), Hoogersmilde 

2544 Zorgpark en landgoed Monnikenberg, 
Hilversum 

2546 Provinciale weg N309 ‘t Harde-
Oostendorp 

2547 Structuurvisie WaalWeelde West 
2549 Ontgronding in het kader van 

Gebiedsontwikkeling Poelkampen, 
Borger-Odoorn 

2552 Windturbines Lanakerveld, Maastricht 
2553 Windpark De Drentse Monden 
2554 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied 

Tytsjerksteradiel 
2555 Bestemmingsplan herinrichting 

Schoonebeekerdiep, Emmen 
2557 Maximabrug Alphen aan den Rijn - 

Rijnwoude 
2558 HTCW Vergassingsinstallatie, Rijssen 
2559 Winning Suppletiezand Noordzee 

Appendix 3
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2560 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Mill en 
Sint Hubert 

2561 Structuurvisie Leidschendam-Voorburg 
2563 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied 

Maasdonk 
2564 Stedelijke ontwikkeling Overamstel, 

Amsterdam 
2566 Hervestiging grindoverslagbedrijf locatie 

Waalwaard, Dodewaard 
2568 Aanpassen centrale E.on Galileïstraat 

Rotterdam 
2572 Ontwikkeling Schiekadeblok, Rotterdam 
2574 Natuurontwikkeling en ontgronding 

Koningsven-De Diepen, Gennep 
2578 Windpark Den Tol 
2579 Maaspark Well, gedeelte rivierverruiming 
2580 Biomassa-energiecentrale Maastricht 
2581 Luchthavenbesluit Twente 
2582  Windvisie Amsterdam 
2584 Windpark Krammer Sluizen, Zeeland 
2589 Windpark N33 Veendam/Menterwolde, 

provincie Groningen 
2590 Omgevingsplan Zeeland 2012-2018

Advisory reviews of SEA
1709 Herontwikkeling Radio Kootwijk  
1978 Sas van Gent, gemeente Terneuzen 
1998 Ruimte voor de Rivier: project 

Munnikenland 
2092 Oostvaardersveld, Lelystad 
2153 Afferdense en Deestse Uiterwaarden 
2154 N331 Zwartsluis-Vollenhove 
2200 Windpark Bouwdokken Neeltje Jans, 

Veere 
2208 Structuurvisie Zuidwest 2020, Tilburg 
2222 Structuurvisie intensieve veehouderij en 

glastuinbouw Peel en Maas 
2251 Stadshavens Rotterdam 
2265 Bestemmingsplan Agrarisch buitengebied 

Ede 

2281 Ontwikkelingsplan Hogewegzone 
Amersfoort 

2294 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied 
Woudrichem 

2299 Structuurvisie Buisleidingen 
2306 Verplaatsing agrarische bedrijven  

Nieuw-Buinen 
2314 Nieuw Leven in de Lus van Linne, 

Roermond 
2322 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Baarle-

Nassau  
2329 Containertransferium Alblasserdam 
2330 Westelijke randweg Waddinxveen 
2333 Herinrichting Heesseltsche Uiterwaarden 
2338 Structuurvisie en bestemmingsplan 

landelijk gebied Noordoostpolder 
2346 Haagse Nota Mobiliteit 
2357 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Nunspeet 
2359 Structuurvisie Toekomst Afsluitdijk 
2364 Landbouwontwikkelingsgebied Lintelo  
2376 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Gennep 
2378 Pluim- en rundveehouderij Van 

Ravenhorst, Woudenberg 
2380 Windplan Wieringermeer 
2382 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Midden-

Drenthe 
2389 Buitengebied 2010, Rhenen 
2393 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied 

Westerveld  
2437 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied 

Montferland 
2439 Bestemmingsplan 

landbouwontwikkelingsgebieden 
Twenterand 

2446 Gebiedsontwikkeling Maaspark Well 
2449 Gebiedsontwikkeling Norgerbrug 
2454 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Hof van 

Twente  
2457 Uitbreiding glastuinbouwgebied 

Sexbierum 
2459 Havenkwartier Zeewolde 
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2465 Bestemmingsplan Cantineweg Katwijk 
2467 MIRT-verkenning Herontwerp Brienenoord- 

en Algeracorridor, Rotterdam 
2476 Structuurvisie Maasdriel 
2491 Structuurvisie Brainport Oost, regio 

Eindhoven-Helmond 
2495 Ontwikkelas Weert-Roermond 
2499 Mestvergisting Botniaweg 6, Marrum 
2500 Structuurvisie Rijk van Dommel en Aa, 

Samenwerkingsverband Regio Eindhoven 
2508 Bestemmingsplannen buitengebied 

Beuningen en Wijchen
2510 Maasoeverzone, Vlaardingen 
2513 Uitbreiding glastuinbouw- 

intensiveringsgebied Tinte, Westvoorne 
2514 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Zundert 
2515 Industrieterrein Tata Steel, Beverwijk, 

Heemskerk en Velsen  
2516 Bestemmingsplan strand Wijk aan Zee 
2521 Windpark Kattenberg-Reedijk, Oirschot 
2522 Structuurvisie FlorijnAs, Assen 
2524 Structuurvisie Infrastructuur en Ruimte 
2530 Anna’s Hoeve RWZI, Hilversum 
2532 Natuurontwikkeling Wilnisse Bovenlanden
2534 Structuurvisie en betemmingsplan 

buitengebied Barneveld 
2535 Partiële herziening Provinciale 

Structuurvisie 2011, provincie Zuid-
Holland

2536 Structuurvisie Zaanstad 
2539 Structuurvisie Prinses Beatrixlaan Rijswijk
2548 Structuurvisie Heemskerk 
2550 Holland Casino Utrecht  
2551 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Loon op 

Zand 
2571 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied Sint-

Oedenrode 
2573 Bestemmingsplan bedrijventerreinen ‘t 

Zand, Breeven en Heide, Best 
2575 Structuurvisie buitengebied Zaltbommel 
2583 Bestemmingsplan buitengebied 

Bernheze 
2591 Structuurvisie Maassluis

Advisory reviews combination SEA  
and EIA
1161 Tweede fase Zoetermeer-Zuidplas en MER 

Bentwoud
1163 Omnisportcentrum De Voorwaarts, 

Apeldoorn
1184 Aanwijzing Maastricht-Aachen Airport 
1205 N261 Tilburg-Waalwijk
1311 N11 Zoeterwoude-Alphen aan den Rijn
1463 Rondweg N314 Hummelo
1521 Veiligheid Zuidelijke Randmeren en Eem
1630 Molenaars Fokbedrijf bv, Markelo 
1648 Uitbreiding golfbaan De Scherpenbergh, 

Lieren
1830 Nieuw Gemengd Bedrijf, Horst aan de 

Maas 
1850 N33 Assen-Veendam-Zuidbroek
1940 Golfbaan en Wellerwaard, Emmeloord
1965 Uitbreiding pluimveehouderij Mts. 

Cruijsen, Sambeek
1991 Ruimte voor de Rivier, Deventer 
2008 N340 Zwolle-Ommen / N48 Varsen-

Arriërsveld, provincie Overijssel
2010 Natuuropgave Krimpenerwaard
2013 Uitbreiding varkenshouderij Wolfsven bv, 

Weert 
2025 Opwaardering N381 Drachten-Drentse 

Grens
2049 Verbetering Diefdijklinie tussen 

Everdingen en Gorinchem
2073 Bestemmingsplan herinrichting vliegbasis 

Soesterberg
2080 Zeugenhouderij De Jong, Lunteren
2116 Wegennetwerk regio Arnhem-Nijmegen 

(ViA15)
2122 Waterpark Dommelsvoort, Cuijk 
2221 Uitbreiding varkenshouderij vof Swinkels, 

Someren-Heide 
2243 Spreiding coffeeshops, Maastricht
2248 Marathonweg, Vlaardingen 
2257 Ruimte voor de Waal Nijmegen 

(Dijkteruglegging Lent)
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2278 Uitbreiding pluimveebedrijf Heidehof bv, 
Horst aan de Maas 

2279 Uitbreiding pluimveehouderij Van Beek, 
Nijkerk 

2280 Oprichting varkenshouderij Noteboom, 
Rijssen-Holten 

2283 Groengebied De Omzoom, Zaanstad
2285 Randweg Zundert 
2286 Optimalisatie Drinkwaterwinning 

Noordhollands Duinreservaat
2288 Ombouw bestaande GAVI Wijster naar 

SNCR 
2291 Oprichting varkenshouderij Van Hoof de 

Mortel vof, De Rips
2315 Ontwikkeling woningbouw en 

voorzieningen Hoofddorp-Zuid  
2335 Dijkversterking Wieringermeerdijk-

omgelegde Stonteldijk
2342 Oprichting fokzeugen- en 

vleesvarkensbedrijf cv. Asvam, Liessel
2348 Uitbreiding vleesvarkensbedrijf Pasman & 

Van der Heide, Hoogeveen
2358 Uitbreiding pluimveehouderij Visch bv, 

Elburg
2361 Ontwikkeling NDSM-werf, Amsterdam
2369 Verbranden gevaarlijk afval ARN bv, 

Nijmegen
2371 Pluimveehouderij Het Anker, Dodewaard
2373 Ontwikkeling bouwlocatie Rijswijk-Zuid
2387 Bestemmingsplannen Delft-Zuidoost
2411 Herinrichting veehouderij Bouw, 

Voorthuizen
2413 Uraniumverrijking Urenco Nederland
2417 Uitbreiding Botlek Tank Terminal bv, 

Rotterdam 
2418 Vrije Universiteit / VU medisch centrum, 

Amsterdam
2425 Zuidas Amsterdam - Flanken
2430 Bestemmingsplan Weenapoint, Rotterdam
2432 A12 Gouwekruising, Gouda
2448 Pluimveehouderij Annahof bv, Rouveen
2456 Herontwikkeling Kazernekwartier Venlo
2462 Ruimte voor de Lek

2475 Ontsluiting Houten
2497 N345 Rondweg Voorst 
2503 Kustversterking Noorderstrand, Renesse
2542 Vleesvarkenshouderij Lavi bv, Dorst
2545 Werklandschap Assen-Zuid
2567 Varkenshouderij Swinkels-Meulendijks, 

Neerkant
2569 Peilbesluit Beemster

Interim reviews
2198 RijnlandRoute
2305 Westelijke randweg, Twello
2479 CCS Maasvlakte (ROAD-project) 
2496 Derde spoor Zevenaar - Duitse Grens
2497 N345 RondwegVoorst 

Advisory report for judgement  
on necessity EA
2565 De Hallen - Tramremise, Amsterdam
2570 Glastuinbouw Bommelerwaard 

Other advisory reports
2390 Monitoring aardgaswinning onder de 

Waddenzee vanaf locaties Moddergat, 
Lauwersoog en Vierhuizen 

2540 Programmatische Aanpak Stikstof (PAS) 
2562 Deltaprogramma 2012

For project information and advisory reports, 
please go to www.commissiemer.nl
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International 
Advisory reports on complex projects
and plans
O90 Advice on Scoping for an Integrated 

Multi-Sector Plan and SEA for the Lower 
Zambezi Basin, Mozambique 

O91 Advice on Terms of Reference for SEA Vivir 
con el Agua, Bolivia  

O92 Advisory Review on ESIA for Coal 
Transportation and Dredging of Zambezi 
River, Mozambique 

O93 Advice on the draft Terms of Reference for 
the SEA Land Use Plan - Tana Delta, Kenia 

Advisory reports by the secretariat
• Mapping national EIA systems in West Africa 

- Project Note, West African Association for 
Environmental Assessment

• Appraisal of EIA requirement for ORIO projects 
February, June, December 2011 

• Approach for the Ghana SEA for the mining 
sector, Ghana

• Observations sur le cadre légal de la procédure 
d’EIE au Burundi, Burundi

• Peer-review of the Draft Voluntary Guidelines 
for the Consideration of Biodiversity in 
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and 
Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEAs) 
in Marine and Coastal Areas, Secretariat of the 
Convention on biodiversity

• SEA and water management, Guidance 
document on SEA for Watershed Management 
Planning in Macedonia

• Strategic Environmental Assessment: scoping 
for urban planning, the example of the Skopje 
general urban plan, Macedonia

• Appraisal of the consultant proposals for the 
Coastal SEA, Mozambique

EIA Mapping workshops & reports
• Georgia
• Guinea 
• Mali
• Mauretania
• Niger
• Uganda
• Togo

Capacity development countries/regions

Africa 
• Burundi
• Ethiopia
• Ghana 
• Yemen 
• Mozambique
• Uganda
• CLEAA (Africa) 
• ENTRO (Horn of Africa)
• SEEAC (Central-Africa)
• WAAEA (West-Africa) 

Asia
• Indonesia
• Pakistan
• Vietnam
• China

Europe
• Georgia
• Macedonia

South-America
• Bolivia 

For project information and advisory reports, 
please go to www.eia.nl
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Appendix 4

The Netherlands
Presentations (in Dutch)
• Basiscursus m.e.r., Geoplan, Amsterdam 
• Basiscursus Milieurecht, onderdeel 

milieueffectrapportage, Studiecentrum voor 
Bedrijf en Beroep, Rotterdam

• Cursus M.e.r. en gemeentelijke structuurvisies, 
Geoplan, Utrecht

• Cursus M.e.r.-beoordeling, Berghauser Pont, 
Utrecht

• Gastcollege Omgevingsrecht, Universiteit van 
Amsterdam

• Lezing Crisis- en herstelwet en m.e.r., Instituut 
voor Bouwrecht, Den Haag

• Lezing Cultuurhistorie in MER voor de 
Heemkundekring Gemert, provincie Noord-
Brabant en gemeente Gemert-Bakel, Gemert

• Presentatie Actuele ontwikkelingen in m.e.r. 
en de rol van de Commissie, Deskundigendag 
Commissie m.e.r., Driebergen

• Presentatie Plan-m.e.r. voor structuurvisies, 
VNG, Amsterdam

• Presentatie M.e.r. en de Commissie m.e.r. 
Erfgoedinspectie, Den Haag

• Presentatie M.e.r. en de Commissie m.e.r. 
DCMR, Schiedam 

• Presentatie M.e.r. en natuur, schakeldag, 
Nieuwegein

• Presentatie M.e.r. en natuur, themamiddag 
Natuur, Driebergen

• Presentatie MER, landschap en ruimtelijke 
kwaliteit, INDIGO-bijeenkomst ruimtelijke 
kwaliteit in de m.e.r., Den Oever

• Presentatie MERITE (MER integreert 
ecosysteemdiensten), Deltares, Delft

• Presentatie Modernisering m.e.r. en de rol van 
de Commissie, provincie Flevoland, Almere

• Presentatie Modernisering m.e.r. en de rol van 
de Commissie, provincie Friesland, Leeuwarden

• Presentatie Modernisering m.e.r. en de rol van 
de Commissie, provincie Limburg, Maastricht

• Presentatie Omgaan met onzekerheden, VVM-
sectie m.e.r., Utrecht

• Presentatie Stand van zaken wet- en regelgeving 
m.e.r., themamiddag Bestemmingsplannen 
buitengebied, Bunschoten

• Symposium 25 jaar m.e.r., Effectbeoordeling op 
strategisch niveau, Den Haag

• Workshop Ladder van Verdaas voor 
deskundigen verkeer, vervoer en planologie, 
Commissie m.e.r., Utrecht

• Workshop Landschap in besluitvorming voor 
MER en MKBA, samen met PBL en RCE, Utrecht

Publications (in Dutch)
• ‘Goud voor de MER. Commissie voor de m.e.r. 

rijkt medailles uit voor goede rapportages’. 
ROmagazine, november 2011, p. 22-23

• ‘De kunst van efficiënt merren. Meerwaarde 
vooral in de verkennende fase’. ROmagazine, 
november 2011, p.18-19

• ‘M.e.r.-beoordeling; geen drempelvrees. 
Jurisprudentie Milieurecht, nr. 8 2011, p. 585-
592

• Periodieke annotaties m.e.r.-jurisprudentie voor 
Jurisprudentie Milieurecht. SDU, Den Haag

• Periodieke annotaties m.e.r.-jurisprudentie voor 
Toets. Aeneas, Boxtel

• Tekst & Toelichting Milieueffectrapportage. 
Editie 2011, Sdu, Den Haag. ISBN 987 90 123 
8436 0

presentations and publications 2011
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International
Presentations and workshops 
• Five day training Introducing SEA for de Wildlife 

Conservation Society, Uganda Association for 
Impact Assessment and National Environmental 
Management Authority; Mukono, Uganda

• Presentation SEA and Climate, the state 
of affairs during the conference Strategic 
Environmental and Social Assessments for 
Policy-Based Lending Operations, African 
Development Bank; Tunis, Tunisia 

• Congress International Association for Impact 
Assessment (IAIA) ’11; two theme forums 
on Regional capacity development and on 
Benchmarking EIA systems and regulations; 
several presentations and workshops on SEA 
and Oil & Gas in developing countries; Regional 
IA capacity development in Central Africa; EIA 
mapping; Climate Change guidance; Policy SEA; 
Puebla, Mexico

• IAIA-congress Prague 2011 SEA Implementation 
and Practice: Making an Impact?; Key-note and 
presentations: A hitchhiker’s guide to SEA: 
Are we on the same planet?; Adapting SEA to 
Planning Processes: The case of Decision-Maker 
Buy-In; Eye on the Ball! SEA in Dutch Spatial 
Planning; Learning from Capacity Development 
Evaluation, Prague, Czech Republic

• Workshop Enforcement of EIA requirements 
during INECE’s yearly congress; Vancouver, 
Canada 

• Presentation on SEA during special dialogue 
between the Adaptation Fund (climate) and the 
NGO-sector; Bonn, Germany

• Presentation Dutch experience in 
mainstreaming environment and climate 
change in national development planning 
during Green Growth Forum of the Asia-Europe 
Meeting (ASEM); Hanoi, Vietnam

• Presentation Biodiversity offset in EIA, to 
Japanese delegation, Utrecht, The Netherlands

• Presentation Sustainable business areas and 
EIA in the Netherlands to a delegation from the 
United Arab Emirates, Utrecht, The Netherlands

• Presentation Nature compensation and EA for 
Japanese delegation, Utrecht, The Netherlands

• Presentation NCEA - Dutch approach on EA, 
climate change in EA, and EA and infrastructure 
plans and projects for Vietnamese delegation 
of the Institute for Research and Trade, Utrecht, 
The Netherlands

• Keynote presentation on the work of the NCEA 
and  EIA in neighbouring countries during the 
opening of the environment seminar week; 
Bujumbura, Burundi

• Workshop SEA for a delegation from Shanxi 
Environmental Protection Bureau; Utrecht,  
The Netherlands

• Presentation Integrating Climate Change 
Uncertainties in Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA), Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) and Development Planning 
during regional workshop on Mainstreaming 
Climate Change Adaptation in Environmental 
Impact Assessment in Asia, AECEN; Bangkok, 
Thailand

• Various presentations on (Dutch) SEA 
experience during G2G-workshop with a 
delegation from the Chinese Ministry of 
environmental protection; Peking, China

• Presentation on environmental norms and 
standards in Central-African countries during 
the yearly SIFEE-congress; Yaoundé, Cameroon 

• Presentation Impact of IA in the Wadden Sea 
(1985-2010) en SEA for oil and gas exploration, 
for a Ghanaian EPA- delegation; Utrecht, The 
Netherlands

• Workshop SEA introduction; La Paz, Bolivia
• Training of Trainers in Mutual Gains Approach; 

Maputo, Mozambique
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• Guest lectures on SEA at UNESCO-IHE/
Delft, Saxxion Hogeschool/Deventer, Utrecht 
University/Utrecht, Radboud University/
Nijmegen, European Institute for Public 
Administration/Maastricht

(Contribution to) publications
• Manual on landfill site assessment and 

selection in Georgia. Using SEA as a powerful 
instrument. Ameco and NCEA, 38 p., 2011

• Strategic environmental assessment in policy 
and sector reform: conceptual model and 
operational guidance. The World Bank, 213 p., 
2011; ISBN 978 08 2138 559 3

• ‘Developing SEA Guidance’. B. Schijf. 
In: Handbook of strategic environmental 
assessment. Eds. B. Sadler, R. Aschemann, 
J. Dusik, T.B. Fischer, M.R. Partidario en R. 
Verheem. Earthscan, 587 p., 2011; ISBN 978 18 
440 7365 8

• ‘Environmental impact assessment and 
environmental compliance and enforcement: 
an agenda for a common approach’. A. Kolhoff 
en H. Ruessink. In: 9th International conference 
on environmental compliance and enforcement, 
Conference proceedings. Whistler, British 
Columbia, Canada, p. 464-471, 2011
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Abbreviations International

AECEN	 Asian Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Network

ASEM	 Asia-Europe Meeting

CLEAA	 Capacity Development and Linkages for Environmental Assessment in Africa

COMIFAC	 Commission des Forêts d’Afrique Centrale

DGIS	 Directorate-General for International Development Cooperation

EIA	 Environmental Impact Assessment 

ENTRO	 Eastern Nile Technical Regional Office

G2G	 Government to Government 

GWP	 Global Water Partnership

IAIA	 International Association for Impact Assessment

ITC	 International Institute for GEO Information Science and Earth Observation

INECE	 International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement

IUCN	 International Union for Conservation of Nature

IVM	 Institute for Environmental Studies

MICO	 Mozambican Ministry for Coordination of Environmental Affairs 

MoEPP	 Macedonian Ministry of Environmental and Physical Planning

NEMA	 National Environment Management Authority

NIAP	 National Impact Assessment Programme (Pakistan)

NORAD	 Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation

OECD-DAC	 Organisation for Economic Collaboration and Development/ 

 Development Assistance Committee

ORIO	 Development-related Infrastructure Facility 

 (of the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

PEAA	 Partnership for Environmental Assessment in Africa

SCF	 Sustainability Challenge Foundation

SEA	 Strategic Environmental Assessment 

SEEAC	 Secrétariat pour l’Évaluation Environnementale en Afrique Centrale

SIDA	 Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency

SIFEE	 Secrétariat International Francophone pour l’Évaluation Environnementale

UNEP	 United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCO-IHE	 Institute for Water Education

WAAEA	 West African Association of Environmental Assessment

WWF	 World Wildlife Fund
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Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assessment 
The Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assessment (NCEA) was 

established as an independent advisory body of experts by decree in 1987. 

The NCEA advises governments on the quality of environmental information 

in environmental assessment reports (EIA or SEA reports). These reports are 

not written by the NCEA: they are usually written by consultancy bureaus, for 

private initiators, local or provincial authorities and central government. The 

NCEA does not get involved in decision-making or political considerations. 

The NCEA’s activities abroad, are usually commissioned by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. In line with their programme, attention is paid not only to 

environmental impacts but also to social and economic impacts, for example 

the living standards of local residents.

The three most important qualities of the NCEA are:

• independence

• expertise

• transparency

The NCEA’s status as an autonomous foundation, ensures that its 

assessments are achieved independently from government accountability and 

political considerations.As well as issuing advisory reviews, the NCEA focuses 

on sharing and disseminating knowledge on environmental assessment.

www.commissiemer.nl (Dutch)

www.eia.nl (international)






